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I 1 Cor.s S.1I 17, , 
If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature : Old things are 
paſſed away, behold, all things are become new, 
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An Addis what works Mr. 
| Tſaac Ambroſe hath in print. 


Firſt Fol, 
R;ma, the firſt things ſerring fortlr the Doarine of Re. 


generation of the new birth, 
Media, being the praQice of Sancthcation 1 in Duties, 
Ordinances, &c. 


Uhrims treating of Life, Death, 7udgement, &c. Whereunto 


ws added a 'Sermon of Redeeming phe time, 
Second Yal. 


Looking unto Teſs, a View of the Everlaſting Goſpel, the fouls 


ey"0g of Jeſus, as carrying onthe. great work of mans ſalvation. 


from fir(t ro laſt, 


Sold by N athanael Webb and William Grantham at the Bear: 
' near the little North-door in St. Pazls. 
Church-yard. 
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TO THE .WOUKRS 
THE 


And other 
INHABITANTS 


I N 
The Town of Preſton un Amounderneſſ 


—— Is! F Apoſile Peter knowing ( as 

"Jr AY he ſaith) that ſhortly he was to 

al fe put off that his tabernacle of the 
fleſh, as our- Lord Jelus Chriſt 
=” nad hewied him ; he therefore en- 
devoured that Gods people aſter bi deceale, 
might have thoſe things he caught them awe 
in remembrance: And thus it came to paſſe, 
that to this day we have that portion of holy 
Writ which he then left in writing. If Peters 
pradtice be imitable in this kinde, T ſuppoſe 
the ſame duty lyes on * me. f S087 Fr I bave 
none, but many ſlitchesand infirmities, which I 
take tobe fore-runners of my departure hence. Some 


A} things, 


MAYOR, ALDERMEN, 


poſtquam ego E 


Uivk ' Extero, 


teobitum meun. 


%. | 


r Pet. r.14,r3. 
*$7M.T. | 
Clceroin t#t4 
fait cura de ſus 
repablica, ut 
ſcripfit in lib, de 
Amide, = 
Mihiautem 
non minoricu- 
re eſt qualis 
reſp. poſt mor- 
tem meam fu- 
tra fit, quam 
qualishodieeſt: 
multo mages 
incumbat mibt 
cura de anima- 
rum ſalatc, ut 
bene cedat its 


aque utjam an- 
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- Thave taught you ; 


things, and amongſt the reſt, theſe Firſt Things, 
what remains now, but that 
after my deccale you might have theſe things 
alway es in remembrance £ To that purpoſe, the 
ſame I delivered once to your eares, I now preſent to 
your eyes ; as you were then pleaſed to hear them, ſo 
I truſt you will now peruſe them. Only one thing 
you may pleaſe ty obſerve through this Treatiſe,That 
whereas in the Name of Chriſt I often Beſeech, Ex- 


bort, Command the unregenerate to b:liewe, to be 
reconciled to God,to pray,to fall on this or that duty, 


it is not as if they could do any thing of their 0P8 


ſtrength or power ; but becauſe Jets Chriſt, 


Exborting, Entreating, Commandinf, puts bat 
his own power, and his own ſtrength to etable'thenr: 
While Paul exhorted the Goaler to believe in the 
Lord Jeſus that he might be ſaved, God enabled 


the Goaler to belizye.. Life and power conveyed 


10 the ſoul, 111 Goſpel Commands anc! exbortations. 


While E-zckicl prophefied over dead boaes, breath 
came into them, and they lived: (fo while the Pro- 
phets of 1 the Lord do preach over ft of, penitent 
hearers, whoore [ke to the Prophets & ary bones, the 
breatbof | Heaven, ihe Spirit of the Mo$1 High i inz 
the Miniſlery of ibs. el, enters into then, and ſo 
they are made nc P creatures,and jee the Kingdomof 


G&d. 


The Epiſtle Dedicarery 


Re OE 
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God. I have | no more to ſay, ' onely I beſeech 
God you may receive 4 Bleſſing by theſe poor la- 


bours upon your poor ſouls : it 3s the hearty 
Prayer of 


Yours to be commanded 
in all Chriſtian 
Services, 


Is aac AMBROSE, 
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Tohis worthily much eſteemedFriend, 
Mr. Iſaac Ambroſe. 


SIR, | 


Have peruled your hearty Travel in this happy 
i Birth ; and therein (I dare ſay} as your induſtry and 
skil,, ſo your intereſt and Birth-right, your Labour ei- 
ther way. This ſ#6je& could not be ſo well hazdled, if 
not feſt , he muſt himſelf be ſubjei?, as well as Anthosr, 
that doth it ſo well, No.man can be here Zloquent, 
unleſſe Zxperient ; Propriety of Title, can onely here 
oive Propricty of Language : How like the motion, the 
language of a Puppet in a Play is the beſt Pulpit- Pageant 
it in this Theame of the unintereſſed man £ My Prayer 1s 
|. 6.3.4, thatof rhe Apoſtle, That all of us Miniſters may be (bere- 
in in) able to comfort others, by the {ame comfort wherewith w2 
our ſelves are comforted of God : And what comfort like 
this, that makes us, with the woman, forget all our ſor- 
rowes, for joy that the childe is borne? Whats it (other- 
Ecdef.7.1z, Wiſe) to be born to learn, it we learn not thus to be born 2 
Wiſdom (ſaith Solomon) ts good with au inheritance 4 how 
00d is this wiſdonz then, that by this New Birth not only 
preſerves, but 1ntitles to that Inheritance of the Saints in 
light? Wherein, chat this your 6ir:4 of that Birth may 
be to many Generatzons fruitfal, 1s the Prayer of 


Col, 1. 12. 


Tour true Friend, 
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lo the Reverend Aurnosk, on his learned 


MEA +4320, 


| l | Iniruled, 
Prima, iedia, & Oltima: 


T-HE 
| Fiſt, Middle, and Laſt Things. 


He Firſt, and Laft, and Middle Things : What more ? 
Thus the well-furniſh'd Scribe out of his fore 

Brings new and old, The Fir Things lay the Ground, 

| The Middle Build thereon ; By th' Laſt All's crown'd. 

[14 By the £:rſt things Chriſtians begin to live ; 

| The Midale thin?s a furrier progreſſe v IVC 
In Spiritual life ; by th' Laſt they live for ever : 
T hoſe things that Ged hath joyw'd, let no man ſever, 
The F irſt Thinzs wrought in me { Lord!) let me finde, 
And to the Middle ſo gire&t my minde, 
Thar when the Firſt and Miadle Things are paſt, 

1 may enjoy my hopes the beſt at Laſt. 
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joun 4.3: 
Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom 


of God, 


Dd E read inthe former Chapter, 7uþ.2. 23, When Ye. John 2, 23. 

(9 [us was at feruſalem, at the feaſt of the Paſſcover, Nicodemus ex 
ge many believed in his Name when they ſaw toe mira- pes wh rs SOR] 
cles which he aid: Amonit thole many,here 1s one ja;1e ring , 
of them (taith Aſtin; ) what one? ofall men the dentes ſens 
moſt unlikely 1 a Ji, of all Jews a Ruler, ofall & prodigia 
Rulersa Phariſee ; Have any of the Ralcrs, or Phariſees believed 1'® fattebes . 

on him ? But howſoever it ſeem thus unlikely unto us, the Spirit roy on Gao 

of God bloweth where it liſteth ; here 13 amonz(t mary belitvers Joh, 7, 48, 

on? Nicodemus, and he 18 a manef the Phariſees, a Ruler of the HY 

Jews, a Jew,r Ruler,a Phariſee; God us able even of theſe ſtones to TO 

raiſe up children unto Abraham; yea,we ſec here (b2 they nzver ſo Luke. 8. ” 
tony) our Saviour melts on2 of then wiha muraclz, and by a 
zew birth h2 will make hin a ſon of Abrahim indeed. A niracle 
brings him to Chri, and Chriit brinzs him to a new birth: The 
firit Nicedemus conſefſerh, Rabbi. (ſaith he ro our Saviour) we 
know that thou art a Teacher come from God, for no man can av theſe 
miracles that theu doſt, except Ged be with kim, Thz ſecond our 
Savior afirmeth, as if he had aniwertt* to fay, Tam ſent from 
God, an ' not to be born again, vill never help thee to [Heaven 
thy confetionis right, that 7 am {ext rem God, but thy conver- 
fation 13 wron2, thatart nofF born a7. thou comett to me with 
conf:iHhon of thy faith, bur here 1. {orcher Catech!im, anorher 
eflon ; and therefore { a; thou re ro Rebbi | 1fraou wilt be 


a Scholar in my $choo!, thou ruſt lenny theſe principles, rneſe 
ruCLBents, | 


Vetle 2, 
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Erck.12.31, 


Rom.sg 4: 
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rudiments, theſe firſt things, this text, this A, B, C, of Chrifian 
Relivion, Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdum 
of God. 

In proſecution of which words (all rending to this one point, 
the new birth) we ſhall follow the order ſer down by the Holy 
Gholt, where 15, | 

x. The neceſſity of it,no going to heaven without 1, Excepr. 

2. The cenerality of it, every man is bound to It, 4 man. 

>, The manner ot it, how a man 1s wrouctht 1n 1t, he muſt be 
barn aganm. 

4. The iſſue of it, what efte&s ate annext toir, the Kingdom 
of God, and ſight of that Kingdim; a man that is burn again ſoatl 
ſee the Kingdwm of God ; and, Except a man be born again, he ſhall 
»ot ſee the Kingdom of God. | | 

Theſe be wy es and of every ofthem (by Gods aſſiſt- 

ance) we {hall gather ſome fruit for the food of your ſouls, 
The firſt branch is the fir word, Except, 


Except, 


T* His Except 1s without exception ; for unleſle we are neyy 
borne, ther2 15 no <oing to Heaven : before we hve here 


we are born, & before we live there we are ney born;as no man 


cones into this world, bur by the fir{t birth ; ſo impoſſible ir 15 
that any ſhould <o to heaven in an other world, but by the ſe- 
cond bi:th : And this gives us the neceility of Regeneration, 
Except a man be new born, bhecan never be ſaved. It is our 
Saviours ſpeech, and he confirms it with a couble aſſeveration, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Twice verily, which we tinie not 
anywhere but in fohvs Goſpel, and no waere in the Goſpel ſo 
eft as on this arguinent * how then ſhould we atsbelieve this 
truth, where we have ſuch a witnefle as Cailily ſuch a reflLnouy 
as his Perily, verily, 1 ſay #nto thee ? h 
Azain, Gol the Father thus counſels, not only Nicodemas, 
bur all the Jews of the ola Church, ſaying, Make you « new heart 
ana a uew ſpirit, for why will yea die, O hauſeef Ijracl ? Frek, 18, 
21. Notwithitanding all ther priyiedoges {for they are 1/- 
raelites, to whom pertains the adoption, ana tne glory, ana the Co- 
venants, £nd the giving of the Law, and the ſervice of God, aud the 
| promiſes, 


or, OT TR 
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The new Birth, 
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promiſes, Rom. 9. 4.) Yet here is one thing neceſſary, that muſt 
crown all the reſt ; they muſt have a new heart, aud 4 new ſpirit, 
that is to ſay,they muſt be ew boys, or there is no way bur death; 
from which death ſee how the Lord pulls them with his cords 


of love, alluring, wooing, queſtioning, Why will ye ate, O houſe of 


Iſrael? | | 
And yer again, not only the Son and the Father, but the 


Holy Ghoft too will avouch this truth ; He that hath an eare, let 
bim hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Charches; And what's 
that ? To bim that overcometh, —— will I give a white ſtone, and'1n 


the flone a new name written : yea, 1 will write upon him New 


Fernſalem, and 1 will write upon him my new name, Revel. 2. 17. 
and 3.12, The meanin- 15, he that 1s yew bor», and ſo overcomes 
fin, Gods Sptritwill give him his grace, the white ſtone ; and his 
Kin2dom, the new feruſalem, and anew name, the na ne of fila- 
uon, (faith a Modern) whereby truly he 1s called rhe #ew born 
ſon of God. See here how Old things being done away, all things 
are become new ; by a new birth Tan hath got a wew name, a new 
tmheritance : and therefore as the Spirit, ſo th2 #ew 637th 1s called 
a fire, that purgeth away droſle, anJ makes ſouls brizht and new, 
ſo thar we mult paſſe thorow this fire, or no paſſige into Pax 
radz(e. \. | 

Nor 1s this Do&rine withour reaſon or ground. 

For, Except by the ſecond birth; mans firſt unholy, and 
therefore moit unhrt to enter into heaven : Without holiueſſe no 
man ſhall ſee God, Heb-12. 14. And what is man before he 1s new 
bern ? it we look upon his ſoul; we may ſee it deformed with 
fin, defiled with luſt, outraved with-paſſions, overcarried with 
affe&ions, pininz with envy, burthened with 2lutrony, boyling 
with revenge, tranſported with rage, and thus is that Image of 


H num neceſſa- 
rium. 


Rey. 247. 
Rev.3-12,12. 
Mos erat aniy- 
qa aver 4- 
rf ſa;lapi Ut, 
Hits damnare 
revs, ills abſol-. 
vere pena. Me- 
tamorphoſ. 1.15, 
Hauc Macrine 
diem nunera 
meliore lapiRo... 
Perf. Sat, ſe- 
cunda, 
Arerus 72 loc. 
1 Cor.5.17, 


Heb. 1 2.14,. 


God transformed to the ugly ſhape of th2 Devil: or ſhould we . 


take a more particular veiw, every faculty ofthe ſoul 1sfull of 
niquity; the underftanding underitan3snothin2 of the things of 
God, 1 Cor.2:1:4, the will wills nochin2 that « ge2d, Rom. 6. 20. 
the affeRions affe& nothing-of rhe Spirie,Gal.5. 17. Ina word, 
the underſtandin2 15darkned, the will enthralled, the affeRtons 
diſordered, the memory defiled, the conſcience benummed, all 
che inner man isfull of fiu, and there is no parr, that is' 209d, no 
2t ove. But what ſay we of the body ? ſure. that 1s nothin bet- 


'q Cor. "To T4. 6 
Rom, 6.20, 
Gal.5. : 3» OY. 


rer.. 
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Pfal.x 16, 


Epheſ.z, 12. 
x Cor, 5e17+ 
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cer, it is a rotten carrion, altogether unprofitable, and good for 


nothing ; ſhould we view it 1n every part and member of it ? the 
head contrives miſchief, the eyes behold vanity, the ears let in 
fin, the tongue ſends out oaths. Come we lower, the heart lode- 
eth luſts,the hands comnur murther, the feet run to evy ; all the 
ſenſes are but ſo many matches to give fire to luſts,deceits,en- 
vies, and what not ? Hojy needful now 1s a »ew#5rth toa man 
in this caſe? Can he enter into heaven, that ſavours all of earth? 
Will thoſe prec1ous gares of cold and pearls open to a l1uner 2 
No, he mutt firft be new moulded, andſangufied, or be 1s ex- 
cepred ; Except a man be new bory, FN 
Secondly, Except | This, and man is Gods enemy ; no grea- 
rer oppoſition than berwixe God and a ſinner ; Conſider we 
him in his eſſence, or in his attributes; in his eflence he is called 
Fehovah, both in reſpec of his being, and of his promiſes; in re- 
ſpe& of his being, and ſo God is contrary to ſin; for fin Is ataxy, 
diſorder, confuſion, a not-being ; and God is order, perfe&ion, 
holineſle, an abſolute and ſimple being : in reſpe& likewiſe of 
his promiſes,wherein there 1s a main oppoſition to (in; for how- 
ſoever he promiſerh a reward to the regenerate,and ſo the name 
Fehovah is a golden pledge unto us thar if we repent, he will fore 
olives ; yet withal he promileth forms and tempeſt, fire and per- 
dition to the unreg2nerate: and thus his name and narure is alto- 
oether oppoſite to lin and finners, Burt viciy we thoſe attributes 
of God, I mean his juſtice, truth, patience, holineſle, {nger, 
power; his juſtice in puntſhing the impenitent according to his 
ceſerts, his truth effe&ting thoſe plagues which he hath ſpoken in 
histime, his patience forbearinz (ins defiruction, till they are 
orown full ripe, his holineſle abhorring all inzpurityes, He cannos 
behold iniquity, Mis anger ftirrin2 wp revenze againſt all offzred 
injuries, his power mufiring up his forces, yea all his creatures 
againſt his enemies , and what can ive ſay, bur ifall theſe ateri- 
butes arc at enmity with inſul man, wo worth to man becauſe 
of offences | better he had never bzen born, than nor to be ew 
. born, alas ! what ſhall become of him > Can he that iis Gods 
_ enzmy ſee God in his glory ? no, there 15no way but one, Ex- 


\ 


cept he repent, Except | he be born again. | 

Thirdly, Except | by a new birth, man is without Chriſt , for 
If any mas be in Chriſt, be u 4 new creature: Andithebenatin 
Chriſt, 


Thema Batk, = 2 


Chrit, what hopes of that man ? Ir 1s onely Chrift that 
opens Heaven, it 1s only Chriſt rhat 1s the Way to Heaven ; 
beſides him there is no Way, no Trath, no Life ; andif we be 
in him, as the braxch iu the vine, it is of necetiity that we bring 
forth good fruit : Upon cheſe rerms his death is effteual, if 
we become new creat#res ; or otherwiſe, all his Merits ( his 
blood that was ſhed, his body that was crucified, his ſoul 
that was agonized) they are nothing unto us, we nothing 
bertered by ther: he dyed for alt, bur his death 1s not applied, 
his Kingdom 1s not opened, ſave only unto them that have 
{earned and practiſed this rule of Exception] Except a man be 
born again. | : 
Fourthly, Except before Excepted, a man is a very limb of 
Satan, a childe of darknefle, and one of the Famuly of Hell. 
Conſider this, ye that are out of the ſtate of grace, in what 
miſerable thraldome is your ſouls? Should any call you fer--. 
vants, or ſlaves of Satan, you would take i highly in diſdain ; 
but take it as you pleaſe, if you are not regenerate, yOu ate. 
in no better caſe. Paul appeales to your own knowledge, 
K now you not, that to whomſcever you give your ſelves as ſervants 
#0 obey, his ſervants. ye are to whom yeobey? Rom. 6. 16, 23. If 
then ye obey the Devils ſuggeſtions (which you do being un- 
born) whar are you but the Devils ſervants > And if he be 
your Maſter, what is your wages ? You may ſee it 1n the lalt 
verſe, The wages of ſiv# death; death of the body, anddeath - 
of the ſoul : death here, and death hereafter in Hell-fhre, Alas, 
that Satan ſhould have this power on man ! that he whois the. 
enemy, and means nothing to a {inner but death and damnati- 
on,ſhould be his Lord, and tyrannize it over him at his own will . 
and pleaſure ! Would any man be hired to ſerve Lions and Ty- 
gers ? And1snot the Devil a roaring Lim, walking about, and 1,Pct. 5.8: 
ecking whom be may devour ? To ſerve him that would devoure 
his ſervant, isa moſt miſerable bondaze.; and what pay can 
one expect from Devils, but roaring and devenring,- and tear-.. 
ing fouls ? In this plight are the ſervants of Corruption, ſlaves .. 
of Satan, ſo I rightly call them ; for, Of whomſoever a man ts. 
evercome , ever wynto the ſame is he in boudage , 2 Petr. 2. 19. 2 Pet: 2.299... 
To winde up this Potnt ; Lord, who ſball dwell in thy T abernacle ? 
who ſhall reft in thy Holy. Mountain > If we beligve David, Ne | 
&.: 


Rom. 6.16,23 ; 
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he that ſlanderech with hy tongae, or doth evil to his N ei hbeat, 


Plal.r5. 1,35, —— Or giveth his money upon V/ury, or taketha reward againft 


the innocent : No, ſuch are ſervants of Satan ; and here 1s mat- 
rer of Exception again(l rhem ; Except a wan be born again, he 
canner ſee the Kingdom of God. ns 


The ſumme of all : Without Regeneration no Kingdome , for 
whecher we conſider man in regard of himſelf, or of God, 
or of Chriſt, or of Satan, he is (Except he be new born) unholy, 
Gods enemy, ont of Chriſt, in Satan,” oh 


"— And if the New Birth be thus neceſlary, how ſhould we 
/a) Fhus is the (4) labour to be bore agaiy ? 1 mean nor, as Nicodemus, to enter 
language of - 3fo our mothers womb again, and be borne ; Ir is not the 
God; ſaid Be- ſeed of man in the womb of our Mother, but rhe ſeed of 
bold me 10 a84-. Grace in the womb of th2 Church, that makes us blefſed : 
pany a and if we are thus bornby Grace, then are- we ſanc&ttfied, 
pong "7 *94 made ſons of God, Heirs with Chrilt, over whom Stan 
(b)Thus whilſt can have no power at all. Now then, as you render your 
the Miniſter ſouls, 'and delire Heaven at your ends, (6b) endeavour to 
{peak*, it's attain this one thing yeceſſary : (c) Lift np your hearts un- 
Chriſt comes 1, (0d, that you may be waſhed, juſtified, ſanftified in the 
with power 1n_ |, the Fond + + ho "ht vibe of Cad 
the Word, Exe Name of 'the Lov Jeſs -; and tnat by rhe Spurit of Go 
18. 37. pop may walk in new wayes , taſk: with new tongues, as 
(c) Pray, le- being new creatures, creared ,unto 900d works. - Thus 
cauſe God bids would you (d) wait on God in his way, Icruſt che Lordin 
Ap pra A "11 Mercy would remember you, and his Spirit would blow upon 
_ in when JO, and then you would tince and feel ſuch a chanze with- 
you pray. 1n you, asthar you would bletſe God forever, that you were 
When Simon thus borne again : Otherwiſe, how woful are you, conſi- 
et, ard ner dering this barre 1n heavens door,to keep out the unregenerare, 
wow, c" Derey Except | Except a man be borne againe, he eannnt ſee the K ingdome 
bid him pray, 'of God, - Do - Er , 
As 8.22. : pw Ley pO, = 
(d) Netthat wecan wait by a power ofour own, but he that fairh, Therefore will the Lord 
wait, that he may be graciou to y. u, Ifa.z9.18. he drawes, and givesa power to wait on him,and 
he comesin, when lic hath waited,in the ktteſt time. T5 | | 


e , 
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- Thus far of the Exception j we now come to the: Perſov ; that | 
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in a»: prizs inthe front, Except : This 1s the party that 
muſt proſecute the cauſe, a mar. 


en 


A man] 


—_— 


N D this 9a»] isevery man,and every part of man: Ir im- 


plies all men,for all are bound to it;and all man,for all the. 


parts of his body, and all the powers of his ſoul are to be renew- 


| ed, orhe cannot be ſaved: .The word thenis general, whether 
we reſpe& genera ſingulorum, the kindes, all men;. or ſ»gala 


generum, the Individuums; all man, or all the parts of man, bo- 


dy and ſoul. | 

We will firſt begin with the kindes : All mes (or all mankind) 
muſt be regenerated before they be ſaved ; not one of all the ſons 
of eAdar that ſhall evergo to heaven, except he be born agarr: 


"DoF. 1. 


may your contemplarions (guided by Gods word) go into that . 
Paradiſe above, there walk rhe treets, behold the towers, view - 


the ſubje&s, from the one end of heaven io another , and whom 
finde you there ? Not one that lives and dies in fin ; there is not 
in it, nor ſhall exter rate it any thing that defileth, neither whatſo- 
ever worketh abomination,or maketh a lie, Rev. 21. 27. yetif ſuch 
repent them of their ſins, the gates ſhall net be ſhnt againſt them; 
all the Saints that now walk, :» the light of it, were finners; but 
firſt they were purged by the Lamb, and ſanAified by the Spirit ; 
frlt they were regenerated, and ſothey were faved. | 
You may obje&, If all men that o0to heaven muſt be new 
born, what ſhall become of infants that die ere they be born » 
Can amanenter the ſecond tim: into hu” mothers womb , and be 
born ? (ſaid Nicodemus.). But cana man enter into the ſecond 
birth in his mothers womb, (ſay yow) and: he bor» again, before 
heis once born> NY Rn - 
. Tanſwer|[To be.born again} ſuppoſeth tobe once botn in- 
deed; therefore according to the letter, our Saviour ſpeaketh 


Rev. 21, ty, : 


of 2 an already born into the world, that he muſt be born again: 
But if we ſeek out the ſenſe | To be born again (as our Saviour * 
interprets) 1s to be born of water and of the Spirit ; and ſo may 


Infants not born into the world, be born again, Thus we read of 


Jeremy, The word of the Letter came unto him, ſaying , Before I Jerem, 1. 5, 


forme 
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formed thee t+: the belly, I knew thee , and before thou cameſt forth 
ott of rhe womb , I ſantlified thee, Jer. rt. 5. And thus we read 
of 7oþ» th2 Baptiſt,the Angel of the Lord ſaying of him, that He 
Luke 1..15. ſho:21d be filled with the Holy G host, even from his mothers womb, 
Luke 1, I 5, By theſe examples we ſee what the Lord can do;yea, 
what he doth indeed, alrhough we know not how, nor cant be 
obſerved by us. 7 a EL 
+ Vuindecem You may yet obje&, [tobe boys again} is (faith our Savi- 
patres propeſuit gur) [to be born of water and of the Spirit | now water is the 
Seiwminu.  outivard Baptiſme, and che Spir# is the invatd grace (thus * all 


Tomo (ecunls . * Ho ng A Py her OE rg 
lib. de effe&u Ancients have conftrued tmstexr, faith Hooker) bpr-chifaren 
Sacramentorum, not born (howſoever they are ſan&ified by the Spirit) they cany 
Cp. Z. not be baptized with water , and therefore they cannot ſee the 


Hook. Ecleſ- Kingdows of Ged. x 2, 
offibifiry, .1faQual 


_ I anſwer : Incaſes of extremity, or It P ty, . a 
Baptiſme be wanting, vocal is enongh, aft thas far ſome of ottr 


ſeft. 59. | 


- Ty 3 p94 adverſariesgrant'us;7hrrgh it he wanting in deed (fAlth Hqurnas) 


yet Baptiſme in defiye i ſufficient 6 ſatvatlor - And to'this end 
he cites A»ſtin,ſaying,S1ttification may be without Bapriſm, and 
Baptiſm without Santtification ; if Sanftification be ; though Bu- 
priſm be not , it avails to ſalvation; but if Baptiſnt be, ayd ſunt: 
fication be not , it ayalls'nething at all.” Our concluſion is this, 
All men (or all mankinde). yo#ng men #1 m12iatus, old men av9 
children , all muſt be regenerated 2 of they can never fee rhe 
C01 ear EEE non df 
Secondly, asall mer, ſoall man] alt.che members of his bo- 
Bot, 2. dy,all the faculties 'ofhis ſoul. Santtification (if ſaving ) ' muſt 
bo perfett and entire, thoigh not inTejpett of degrees, yet 14 reſpeft of 

parts ; evety partand power of body and ſoul muſt have its parc 
of ſanEification, though no part his full ' perfeQion , before the - 
diflolution of our earthly 'rabrhacles: Hence (ſay Diyines) there 
iS 2 regeneration or ſanttification (tis all one) 1nchoata and cot- 

fummara; inchoata begun in this life,conſummata,perfefttd in that 
other : and of this ſaith'our Saviour, Mth19.28Y2ily 1 fay * 
Mah, 195.288 71939, that ye which have followed me in the regeneration, when 
* * the Sonof manſhall fit inthe throne of his glory, ye ſhall alſo fit upon < 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve.tr1bes of Iſrael : we ſpeak not of 


(] 


this Regeneration, but of that which'brinos to this, for we muſt be © 
rezenerated here,ot haye no part there with God in his elory. i, 
S And}. 
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And ſhould we confider waz in his parts,every part muſt bear a 
part in this birth; his #ody mult be regenerated, his ſo/ mult be 
renewed ; we will begin with the body; As you have yielded your 
members ſervants to uncleanneſſe,ang to unquity unto 1n1quity, even 
ſo aow yield your members ſervants to 11ghteouſneſſe, unto halineſſe, 
Rom.6.19.As every member of the o/d 94x 1s full of fin, ſo eve- 
ry member of the »:w hora waz 1s to be renewed by grace. To 
inſtance in ſome of them, 7 he heart, that in the o/d mas is full of 
evil thoughts, murthers, adulteries, fornications, thefts,falſe-wit- 
zeſſe, blafþhemies ; inthe new man 1t is the member that mult 
firſt be renewed;here grace firſt ſeats 1t ſelf,and after 1s diſperſed 
oyerall ; as in natilral generation the heart 1s firlt framed,ſo in 
ſpiritual regeneration the heart 1s firſt reformed.Some call 1t the 
firt-mover of all mens actions,for as the firſt mover carrieth all 
the ſpheres of heaven? with it, ſo doth the heart carry all the 
members of the body with it : and therefore1t 1s, that the ew 
war begins firſt with his heart ;. for. if that fountain be right, all 
the ftreames of his deſires, purpoſes, gffettions, fpeeches, attions, 
converſations, run ſweet and clear, and pleaſant. Again, the eye 
that in the 9/4 az 1s the Broaker, that goes between the heart 
and the objeR,to make up the ſinful bargain, that which our Sa- 
viour calls az evil eye, - Peier, an adulterons eye 3 in the new man 
1 Mult be exerciſed' on other objes, / made a Covenant with 
21:6 eye, (ſaith 7ob)why then ſhould Tthink upon a maid? I will life 
up mine eyes unto the hills (faith David) from whence cometh 
21m help, Again,the ear,that inthe o/d mar is topped againſt the 
vouce of the Charmer, charm he 4ver ſo,wiſely ;, or if ir be open, 
like Deaths Porter, it lets in ſin and Satanatevery occahon ; in 
the zew man mult be the cate of life,or the door of fairh;rherg- 
tore there 1s not a member rhat theDevil more envieth rhan the 
ear,as we ſeein the man poſſeſſed with a deaf Devil, ML: g. 
A5. who poſleſſed that ſenſe,as the moſt excellens,ro hinder him 
from hearing, Again, thorongrr, that:in the o/d may is.a world 
if 11quit y,that defileth the whole body,that ſetteth on fire the courſe 
of nature, and us ſet onfire of hell 3 \n the new man 1t mult be the 
rumper of divine praiſe, or (as David calls it) the per of a ready 
writer, uttering onely thoſe things which the heart enditheth in 
lincer ity and truth, To ſumme upall in one,the heart is it, where 
8ace begins firſt, and is felr laſt ; and therefore ſaith God, Sov, 
7 B 2z SO9E 
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Prov. 23.26, give me thy keart, Prov, 23.25, and therefore: prayes David, 
C reate in me a new heart, Pal. 51. 10. and therefore wills So- 
Proy. 4. 23, omen, Keep thy he: 7twith all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues 
of life, Prov. 4. 23, Would any man that 1s regenerate encoun- 
ter hn 1n his heart, 1t were 1mpoſhble to break out intoaQton z 
would the heart of any man that 1s bor» agarn, bur meet fin with 
this Dilemma:, 1f 1 commit this, I mxft either repent, or nt 
repent. for it ; if 1 do repent, it will coſt me more heart-break,, 
and Spiritual ſmart , than the ſenſual plerſure can be worth; If 1 
never repent , it will ve the: decth and damnation of my ſoul : ſure 
this thought conceived,and rightly followed ih the heart of the 
regenerate, would be enough to cruſh fin at rhe firſt riſing of 
OP 1t;and ſo it 15;for if he be regenerate,he doth * not ſn;Yhoſoever 
S, bs ire FA Re” born of God aoth not commit fn,1]oh.3. 9.He 1s moulded anew, 
liter, dele#gbj- and all the members of his body are conformed to the fove- 
liter,ſerviliter, reignty and rule of grace; yea his body ts preſerved blameleſs, holy, 
&illuiabiliter. ;cceptable unto God; 1t is a member of Chriſt, the temple of the holy 
x Thel. 5.27. Ghoſt - Happy man that is bleRt with this body | Sure; a 1a» thus 
Ron. 12+ 1- . pe 
born againhe ſhall ſee the Kingdom of God, 
Secondly, as the body, ſo the ſoul of this man is to be renewed 
by grace ; Therefore glorifie G od 1% your body and 1n your ſpirit, 
ne 119+ (faith Pant, I Cor, 6. 20.) The body and the ſpiric muſt both 
125 elorifie God; andasall the parts of the body, ſo all the powers 
of the ſoul: : 
Firſt, the #nderffanding, that in the old manis blinde and 1gno- 
So about heavenly things, or howſoever it may know many 
Pam. 4+" things, yernever can attain to ſaving knowledge; inthe new 
Reyel, 3.18, 2947 it muſt be anointed with the eye-ſalve of the Spirit, in- 
ſpired with the knowledge of Divine truths, eſpecially with, 
choſe ſacred and ſaving myſteries which concern the kingdom of 
Ged, Again, the will that in the o/d mar affe&s nothing bur vile 
and vain things, is froward and perverſe in the wayes of godli- 
neſs; inthe »ew mar it. muſt prove and approve what is the good, 
Rom. 12, And acceptable, aud perfett will of God ;- yea, it muſtattendand 
EN be ſubordinate to the grace of God, fith God indeed, and God 
onely works in us both the will and the deed,Phil. 2.13. Again,the 
7:emory that inthe old man 1s ſlippery in the thinss of God, of 
If naturally good,yert not ſpiritually uſeful;in the yew 924, it muſt 
ve ſanAtfied to good performances; and although it cannot 


Phil, 2. 13» 
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encreaſe to a great natural perfection (for Srace doth not this} 
yer the perfe&ions it hath muſt be fratzÞt, and right, and guided 
to God-ward, Remember the Lord thy God, ſaith Hoſes, Deut. 
8. 18. Avain, the conſcience that in the 0/4 man ſleeps and Oum- 
bers, or if it be awake , tears and roars, 2s 1f a legion of Devils 
now poſſeſſed it ; in the rew ar it muſt be calm and quiet ; and 
yet not ſleep or lumber , bur rather ina friendly loving manner 
check and control whereſoever fin is, yea never be. quier , till 
with kinde and yet earneit expoltulations, it draw the ſinner be- 
fore God to confeſle his fault, and to ſeek pardon for it. Again, 
the affettions that in the o/d wan are ſenſual, inordinate, beyitch- 
ed, and ſet on wrong objeRts ; in the new mas they muſt be turn- 
ed another way. Mary Magdalene (you "as, was glven to 
unclean luſts, but the Lord diverted this finful paſſion, and ſo ſhe 
became penitent , and thrſted after grace. To ſumme up all, 
all muſt be renewed, the underſtanding, will, memory, conſcience, 
affeftions. | 
But to feel more of their ſweetneſle,I will poundtheſe ſpices, 
and divell awhile on them. Now then for your better 
acquaintance with the regenerate man, and rhat you may 
know his difference from the man unregenerate, obſerve 
' (Tpray) theſe paſſages : 
Firſt, I ſay, in the mew man the wnderſtandine muſt be 
renewed; ſo the Apoſile, The mew man 75 renewed in hnow- 


tedge, Col. 3. 16. and this knowledge 1mplies tyyo habits , 


Wiſdome , and Prudence, ( ol. 1,9. Firſt, Wiſdome, and thar 
is ſpeculative. Secondly , Preacnce, and that is practical. 
By the one the childe of God having the eyes of his minde 
opened and enlighrened, doth ſee the myſteries of ſalvation, 
the ſecrets of the Kinedom,the whole Counſel, ard the wonders 
ofthe Lay of God ; by the other he 1s enabled with a judicious 
fincerity, to deliberate and determine in caſes of conſcience, in 
the practice of piety, and the experimental paſſages of a Chriti- 
an man. If we conſider the firſt, ( Wiſdome ) how 1s it 
poſſible that a man unregenerate ſhould know the mylteries of 
talvation > It may be he may go as far as the power of natural 
diſcourſe, and light of Reaſon can bear ſway, he may be furniſhed 
with ſtore of rare and excellent learning, and yer for all his 
want the true knowledze of ſpirire2! wiſdome. Why ſo? Be- 
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Deut. 8. 18. 


Col. 4-10.: 


Col, I, I, 
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cauſe all his knoyledee,like the light of the Moon,is diſcharge 
upon others, but never returns and refle&s upon his own foul ; 
he ſhould know, but knowes not the darkneſle of his own under- 
{tanding, the diſorder of his own affe&ions, the ſlumber of hi; 
own conſcience , the deadneſle of his own heart ;. but the m1 
revenerate (know he never ſo little) he hath the ſaving kyow- 
/edge, and in this he exceeds the greateſt Rabbies, the protound- 
eſt Clerks ; he only knows God with a ftedfaſt apprehenſion, he 
only knows himſelf a moſt mean,baſe, and contemptible thing; 
As ew birth hath-learned him how wicked a creature he natu- 
rally is, and therefore in that reſpe& 1s he odious to himſelf, 
and loathſome in his own eyes : Or if we conſider the ſecond, 
(Prudence) How 1s it poſlible that a man unregenerate ſhould 
experimentally know the practice of piety in a Chriftlan 
courſe 2 ſhould we inſtance 1n this myſtery of Regeneration; 
Here is one Nicodems , a ruler of the fewes, aud a teacher of 
Iſrael; yet as learned as he was, it he confer with Chrictabour 
the ſalvation of his ſoul, he is ſtrangely childiſh, and a meer 1n- 
fant ; tell him of the-ew birth, and he thinks it as 1mpoſlible, 
as for an old man to reinrs into his mothers womb, and be burn 
agaia : The natural man cannot diſcern the operations of 
grace, he knows not that dark and fearful paſſage , which leads 
from the (late of nature (through range terrours and torments 
of ſoul) into the rich andelorious happineſle of the kinzdom of 
ChriR; whereas on the contrary, the regenerate man (that hath 
had the experience of the power of godlineſſe upon his own 
ſoul) he can ſee and judye of the light of grace, he can taſte and 
reliſh of the fruits of the Spirit; and hence it is that-many a 61l 
one (man and woman) whom the worldly-wiſe paſle by mw 
fcornand contempr, are often in ſpiritual affairs more wile and 
learnecl than the learnedſt Do&ors. | 
Secondly , the 2/1] muſt be renewed ; and this /:/{ of the 
zevenerate contains two things, Ryighineſie and Readineſſe - 
{t 15 firſt rectified, when it 15 conformed to the will of God. 
Secondly, it 15 ſo enflamed with the love of goodnefle, that wil- 
linely he purſves it with alactity of ſpirit. If we confhider the 
fictt (the rectirude of the will) we ſee by experience the will 
of the unregenerate is all our of courſe , he wills nothing but 
hat WAIch 15 evil : How ſhould he,, conſidering his want & 
Gods 
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Gods image , his blindneſſe of heart, his proneneſle to cyil,to- 
oether with the vehemency of his afteztons , which draw the 
willafter them, and trouble the judgement? But 1n the man thar 
is regenerate , the wil being moved, it atterwards moves it ſelf, 
Gods grace that concurs with ir, quickens it, and revives it ; ſo 
that now his will is nothing but Gods will : if 1t may appear 
that God bids him, or forbids bum to do this, or that, he choo- 
ſerh above all to follow his commands , whatſoever becomes of 
him : why, this is the * very heart and marrow of regeneration; 
you may be ſure, the man that chooſeth above all to pleaſe God, 
is the onely man of God, and ſhall be rewarded by God. Or if 
ve conſider the ſecond(the readineſſe of the wilt to good )alas,the 
will of the unregenerate hath no pleaſure in goodnefle, he un- 
derſtands not the ſweetneſfle of it, and therefore nothing 1s more 
* irkeſome to him than the wayes of godlineſle : whereas on the 
contrary, the will of the regenerate 1s will;zg, and this willing- 
»eſſe indeed is the perfe&ion of hts w2/l; yea(1f we can ſay more) 
it 1s the higheſt deoree of his perfeRton 1n this life , to be w1il- 
ling to do good. | 
Thirdly, the memory muſt be reneved ; and this memory re- 
flets occaſionally on a double obje&, o Ged, and the 
things of God, Firſt, 62 God, by remembrance of his pre- 
ſence every where. Secondly, on the things of God, by calling 
thei to minde at uſeful times. If we confider the firſt obje&, 
God; the unregenerate hath no minde on God, God 75 not 7# all 
hzs thoughts , like rhe hood-winkt fool, that ſeeing no body, 


thinks no body ſees him ; ſo hath he ſaid in his heart, How doth 


God how? can he judge through the dark clond ? Thick olouds are 
a covering to him that he ſceth not, and he walketh ix the cirentt of 
Leaver, But contrariwiſe, the regenerate man, he remembers 
his Creator 19 the dayes of his youth, And though Gol, as being 
a Spirit , 1s (in ſome ſort ) abſent from his ſentes, yet by vertue 
of his ſan&ifhed memory (that makes things abſent as preſent) 
his eye is on God, and he conſiders God as an eye-witneſle of all 
his thoughts and words,and doings, and dealings; he knows no- 
thing can be hid from that all-ſeeinz eye, though fin cempt him 
wich the faireſt opportunities of night and darkneſſe, yer (till he 
remembers if hiseye ſees nothing, all thoſe eyes of heaven (of 
QGodand of his Angels) are ever about him : and therefore he 
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anſers the Tempter, How dare I fin to his face, that looks on 
me what I am doing? If I dare not do this folly before men, how 
are Lao 1 b2fore thoſe nzaven-ipectators, God and his Angels > 
Or 1f we conhider the ſecond object {rhe Word of Ged) the unre- 
ven2rate never burdens his memory with ſuch bleſſed thoughts ; 
if ſometimes he fails upon 1t, it 18 ether by conſtraint, or by ac- 
cident, never with any ſerled reſolution to dwell on it, or to 
follow it : but the ſoul thar 15 regenerate, with Mary, keeps all 
theſe things ia bus heart : or wth David, gives it out, Thy word 
Fave T hid in my heart, P{,119.11, Whatſoever leſſons he learns, 
like ſo any ;ewels in a casket, he layes them up ſafe, and then as 
nee ſerveth,he remembers his ſtore, and makes all the 900d uſe 
of them he may. Iwill not deny, but any man (good or evil)may 
retain good things according to that Rirenzth of retainment, 
which nature affords him; but the regenerate (whoſe memory on- 
ly 3s ſanCutied) whatſoever he retains, he hath it opportunely at 
hand ; in tentation or affliction he remembers and applies, and 
ſo remembring to apply , and applying that he remembers, he is 
thereby enabledto relift evil, or to follow thoſe good things 
which the Lord hath commanded. 

Fourthly , the conſcrence muſt be renewed, and that two 
ayes; either by drawing the ſoul to good, or from evil- firſt, ro 
290d, by enclining and encouraging ; and ſecondly, from evil, by 
reſtraining and bridling, If we confider its firſt office ( in that 
ir drayves and leads the ſoul to good) 1 confeſſe the unregenerate 
35 Not of that conſcience 5 for the - moſt part his conſcience lies 
dead in his boſome,or if it (tir ſometimes, he labours all he can to: 
ſmother it in his waking: to ſuch an one ſhould men and Angels 
preach, yer ſo far is he bewitched with fin, that he hath no mind 
of goodneſſe , orif ever he do any good a& ( which is a rare 
thing with him) it 1s not out of coſciexce to do good, butfor 
ſome ſiniſter end or reſpeR. It is otherwiſe with the regenerate, 
his conſcience 1ncites him to good, and he doth good out of 
conſcience ; he ſtands not upen termes of pleaſure or profit, but 
his conſcience being guided by the rule and ſquare of Gods holy 
cruth, he i.bmits to 1t meerly out of his obedience to God: hence 
It 15 , thar come what will come, weal or wo, his eye is fixt on 
God; andif man oppoſe where God commands , he is quickly 


reſolved out of that in /ſai2h 52, 12, 1, even 1 am hethat com- 
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forteth you 5 who art then, that tho: ſhonlaeft be afraid of a mas 
that ſhall die , and of the ſon of man that ſhall be made as graſſe? 
and forgetreſt the Lord thy Maker, that hath ftrethed forth the 
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth > Or if we conſider 
the ſecond office of conſcience (in draying the ſoul from evil) 
the unregenerate either hears not , or hceds not his reclaiming 
conſcience : if it ſpeak, he firſt goes abour to lull it aſleep again; 
or if it cry out, and will not peace,then (1n ſptght of goodneſle ) 
he runs out of one fin into another , and uſually from preſum- 
ption to deſpair, On the other {ide the regenerare hath a cor- 
ſcience thar drayes him from , and keeps him out of evil : *ts 
known eſpecially by theſe two properties, Rexorſe and Texder- 
neſſe : remorſe hath an eye on all ſins paſt, and rexderaeſſe hath an 
eye on all ſinnes to come ; by remorſe 1s bred ſorroy for fin, and 
loathing of finne : no ſooner he conſiders how by his manifold 
fins he hath offended God, cructhed Chriſt , grieved the holy 

Spitit, bnt his heart bleeds and breaks that he hath done ſo wic- 
kedly againſt fo gracious a God : this ſorrow for fin brings with 
ir a loathing of fin ; he cannot bur hate it , that hath cauſed: 
his heart break, yea he hates1t, and hates the very thoughr of it; 
every look-back is a ner addition of deteſtation, and every me- 
ditation makes the wound of his remorſe to bleed again and a- 
galn : by tenderneſ]: e of conf cience 1s bred a care and watchfulnefſe 
to avoid fin to come; for no ſooner 1s fin preſented to his con- 
ſcience,but he ſtattles atuits ſight, and thinks on its-vanity,and me- 
ditates on that ſtri& and general account he muſt one day make 
for it ; which thoughts and fin put together in the balance , he 
_ dares not do wickedly for a world of gain : and you may ob- 

ſerve it, this texderneſſe (or eafineſſe to bleed at the apprehenſion 
of fin) is proper and peculiar to that coxſcience alone that 1s en- 
lightened,and ſan&ified,and purged by Chriſt, 

- Fifthly,the affef:0,s muſt be renewed,and that is done by ſet- 
ting them upon right obje&s. I ſhall intance in ſome of tnem, 
as love, hatred, hope , fear, joy, ſorrow. Lovel place firſt which in- 
the unregenerate man 1s faſtened inordinately upen the crea- 
ture ; andas one fin begets another, ſo on whatſoeyer obje& it 
fall, it gets ſome ſin: thus the /ove of honour breeds ambition, 
love of riches breeds covetouſneſſe, love of beauty breeds luſt, 
love of pleaſure breeds ſenſuality : whatſoever he /eves (the ob- 
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jeR being earthly) ir brings withit ſome tinne, and thereby (the 
worlt of all) he wickedly prefers earth before heaven, a dung- 
aill before Paradiſe, a few bitrer-ſweet pleaſures for an inch of 
time, before unmixed and immeaſurable joyes world withour 
end: But the regenerate man ſertles his /ove vpon other ob- 
jects; as he that is carnal, minds things carnal, ſo he that is ſpirt- 
ll ans 26,18 Fualloves things ſpiritual;no ſooner 15 he turned (by.a ſound and. 
|| E amperlwaded wverſal change of the whole man) from darkyeſſe to light, and 
| there 1s no fromthe power of Satan urto © 9d, but he preſently begins to ſet- 
wicked man a- tle with ſome ſweet contentment, upon the floyers of Paradiſe, 
moneglt us, but heayenly glimpſes, ſaving graces, and his infinite /ove runs higher 
OC and higher, till it imbrace him that dwells in the higheſt, * God 
more or tefle ang. 37 6 and how feet is that /ove that caſts 1t ſelf wholly 
onely here is into the boſome of his Maker ? how bleſſed is that man, that 
the unſound- yearns, and melts, and cleaves, and flicks unto his gracious 
nefle which Ged above all? why, this is right /ove, and for this is the Church 
UNCOCs _— * commended, ( at.1.4.T he r:ghteous love thee,or as others tranſ- 
Re late, amat 17 reftitudin bus : ſhe loves thee righteouſl 7,0E7 love 1s ſet 
bleſlings better above all upon the right object, God : not tharthe regenerate 
then him, and /oves nothing elſe, for he * /oves the Law, the Miniſters, and 
for this he pe- 41[ the ordinances of God appointed for his good, but whatſoe- 
riſheth,Baxters cor he Jes, it refle&ts upon God, he /oves all for God, and God 
4h for himſelf 
Cant. 1. 4. Of FELL Lats SY i. SES 
Plal. 119,165, Theſecond affeAion 1s hatred, which in the unrevenerate is 
I Thel. 5.13. fo inordinare, that he 18 a7 hater of God, Rom. x. 30. not that 
Row. 1.3%, he hates Godin himſelf (for Godis univerſally good, and can- 
Not be hared) but 1n ſome particular reſpe&,becauſe he reftrains 
him from his pleaſure, -or puniſheth him for his Gn, or croſſerh 
his lewd appetites by his holy commands. And as he hares God, 
r John 2.11. 6 likewiſe his $r9tb er, 1 Fohz 2, 141, Hence ariſe thoſe envies, 
iCor,6.s, © Nulations, jars, contentions amonz(t thoſe thar profeſſe them- 
{elves C hriſtans ; of which Paul could ſay, A brother goeth to 
Law w:th a brother , 1 Cor. 6. 6. But of all brethre he hates 
Th 3 vs them moſt, of whom our Saviour is the fir5F-borz : Gods faith- 
eg ful ones ever were, andever will be /gzes, and wonders, and 
Pal. >:.7. moſuers mts 7419) , a ſcorn, reproach, and deriſioa to them that 
Plal. 79. 4. are rou#a vbout them : But he that1s regenerate hates ſin,and in 
whomſoever {1n rules or reighes, he cannot but hate them, Dos 
rot T hate them, © Lora, that hate thee ? (ſaith David) and, Am 
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net 1 grieved with theſe that riſe up -gainit thee ? Net that Plalr2g.ey, 
David, or any Saint of God, hates the perſons of any one, bur 

fin in the perſon ; or he 1s ſaid to hate them for finne; take that. 
isinthem ; in this reſpe& he bidsthem Gcefiance in the verſe 
enſuin?, / hate them with a perfett hatred, 1 count thens mine ene- 
wes, Plal, 139. 22. Iknowthere 1s a perpetual combare in the 
regenerate betwixt the fleſh and the ſpitic, and therefore we 
muſt underſtand this hetred, which Davis calls a perfelt hatred, 
according to the perfe&tion in parts, bur not in degrees : never Intenfive, non 
any but Chriſt nared finne to the full, with all his ftrenzth , and extenſive, 
with all hs meht, butinſome meaſure his ſervants hatred is 

perefeit, wmch makes him alwayes hate fin in others, and often 

in himſelf, when after the commiflion of any evil he begins to 

repent him , and to abhor himſelf (as fob did) 1 duſt and aſhes, Job gi, 6. 
Job 42. 6. 

The third afte&ion is Hope ( this I rather name than der, \, Many that 
becauſe whatſoever we Hope for,we cannot bur * deſire it,and ſo periſh may de- 
t is implied in it.)Now this Hope in the unregenerate is faſtened fire, and hope, 
on thu world, and the things of this world ; he hopes for prefer- and 1ove God, 
ment , riches , or the like ; as for his hope of heaven, it 19but a and gs 
* waking mans dream ; a dream, ſaidI? Yes, as-dreams in the aan Rog 
might fill us with illuſions and vain formes ( you know a Bevgar have: and love 
may dream he 1s a King ) ſo hope abuſing the imagination' of {one inferiour 
the unregenerate , fills their ſouls many a time with vaine or good more: te. 
empty contentments ; but the hope of the regenerate both.en- that deſtres,and 
Joys the right obje&, and right means ; his eye is fixt on future og Gat 
200d, and he endeavours to purſue it, till he get the poſſeſſion ; aq Gr 
if in the purſuit he meer with crofles, loſſes, oriefs, diſgraces, he doth allthis 
fickneſles, or any other calamities, his Hope is able to ſweeten fupreamely ;. 
the birrereſt miſery that can poſſibly befal him; che affliftions of God above al 
this life bid him look for a better , a croſſe here mindes him of OO m_— 
the elory above; and howſoever this H ope may have. many « owatlss 6D 
difficulties and wraftlings in him, (therefore it is compared toan gilantium. 
anchor, which holds the ſhip in a form, Heb. 6.19.) yet it holds 
and (ticks ſo firme to God and his promiſes above all, that he is 
coniidenr, that after this life an heavenly crown ſhall be ſet on 
his head, by the hands of God and his Angels. 

The fourth affeRion is fear, which in the unregenerate is ei- 
ther worldly or ſervile : If it faſten on the world, then he fears 


the - 


Verſe 2.3, 


't; ; 
þ 
/ 


The new Birth. 


| ' Eccleſ. 41.1. 


7 
4 « 
202-8 77! 


Mens 


the loſle of his credit or of his profit, and becauſe he and the 
world muſt part at laſt , he fears this ſeparation above all fears: 
O death, (faith the Wiſeman) how bitter 1s the remembrance of 
thee to a man that liwveth at re5t in his poſſeſſtons , unto the man 
that hath nothing to wvex hiz2,and that hath proſperity in all things? 
O theſe thoughes of theſe grifly formes, and ugly face of death, 
of the parting from all worldly pleaſures for ever , of his rot- 
ting inthe grave, dragging to the Tribunal, and Terror of 
the laſt day , they cannot but make his heart to ſhrug together 
for horror, and (many time) te quake and tremble like an Af- 
pine leafe ; orif his fear refle& on God, then 1s it a ſervile 
fear ; for as the ſervant or hireling works not for love of his 
maſter , but onely for fear of puniſhment ; or as the adulte- 
rous woman is afraid of her husband, nor out of love or af- 
fection, bur leſt he reward her to her foul demerits ; ſo he fears 
God for fear of puniſhment due unto him from God : Jr is 
otherwiſe with the man that 1s borz again; his fear 15 either 
znitial,or filial:inpangs of the ney birth,or in the new-born babe 
It 1s called 7z7tial ; becauſe then he caſts away fin both our of 
Gods love, to which he hath partly attained , and our of the 
woful effects of fin, which he hath throughly confidered ; with 
the rizht eye he beholds God, and with the left eye he be- 
holds puniihment ; ſo that this fear 1s a middle (as.t were) be- 
twixt ſervile aud filial fear ; andas the needle draweth in the 
threed,, ſo this fear draweth in charity, and makes way for fi/:a/ 
fear ; to which, if by growth in grace he be fully ripened, then 
he fears God out of love to God, as the Prophet 1ſarah pro- 
claimeth , the fear of the Lord us hs tre:ſure, Ia.z 3.6. Ne- 
ver was treaſure more dear to the worldlings, than is Gods fear 
to him; his [ve of God, his defire to pleaſe God, and his fear 
of beinz ſeparated from God, keeps him in ſuch awe, thar 
tough no puniſhment , no death , no hell were at all, yer he 
would not lin wickedly, wilfully and maliciouſly, for a world 
of treaſures. 

The fifth affection 1s 793, which in the unregenerate is meer- 
ly ſenſual and brutiſh ; it hath no betrer objedsthan gold, or 
oreatneſſe,or ofhices,or honors,or the like : and whar are all theſe 
but a ſhadoyy, a ſhip, a bird, an arrow, a poſt that paſſeth by ? or 
rather, as crackling of thornes ander a pot, as flaſhes of lightning 

before 
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before everlaſting fire? Bur the 7oy.of the regenerate is a {piritu- 
al joy, and the matter of.it isthe liphr of Gods countenance, or 
the robe of Chriſts righteouſneſle,or the promiſes ofGodsWord; 
or above all, God Almighty , bleſſed evermore: Thus David, 
Whom have. 1 in heaven but thee ? and there is none upox earth 
that I defire beſides thee, Plal. 73. 25. Why, this is that j5y which 
No man can conceive, but he that enzoyes 1t ; this is that white 
tone, Rev. 2. 17, whoſe ſplendor ſhines onely upon heavenly 
hearts ; this is that glimps of heavens glory, which ſpringing up 
ina ſan&ified heart; out of the wells of ſalvation, and carried 
along with addition of freſh comforts (from .the Word and Sa- 
craments) through a fruitful current and courſe-of mans life,it 1s 
at laſt entertained into the boundleſſe and bottomleſs Ocean of 
the jojes of Heaven, I will not ſay, but ſometimes it may be aſ- 
faulted, and Ropped with ſome doubts, or diftruſls, or weakneſ- 
ſes of degree, yetin reſpe of its creation, or eſſence, or. blisful 
iflue, it is (ſaith one) 4 very. glimps of heaven , a pure taſte of 
the rivers of life , and firft-fruits (as he calls it) of everlaſting 
oJes. 
The ſixth afte&tion is ſorrow, which in the unrecenerate isa 
worldly ſorrow, and the effe&s of it are death ; ſo the Apoſtle, 
T he ſorrow of the world worketh death, 2 Cor. 7. 10.\In this kinde 
how endleſfle are the ſorrowes of. men fort their loſſes,or croſſes, 
that ſometimes may befal them? And howſoever ſome may en- 
deavour to comfort them in Chriſt,they are ſo dead-hearted that 


nothing can perſivade , nothing reliſh with them that concerns 
heaven or ſalvation. Bur in the regenerate, ſorrow looks. up to - 


God-wards; not that the beholding of God in himſelf can bring 
ſorrow to a man,for he is a moſt comfortable obje&,which-made 
David ſay,The light of thy countenanuce—ts gladneſſe tomy heart - 

but the beholding of fin, which hindreth from tho clear fight of 


that obje&, this is it-which breeds ſorrow, and this the Apolile - 
Calls godly ſorrow, workzng repentance toſaluation,not to be repent- 


& of , 2. Cor 7. 10. It is not every ſorrow, but godly ſorrow; 1 
7ejoyce (ſaith the Apoſtle) mt that ye were made Bow but that ye 
forrowed to repentance : And would you know who ſorrows to 
repentance ? it 1s he, and onely he that groans and fighs under 
the heavy weight.and burden of his ſins, that is of a broken and 
contiite heart, that :rembles at G ods Word, that Is grieved at his 
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 enormiries, that forſakes all fins, and that refignes up himſelf 1n 


all holy obedience to Gods bleſled will ; this ſorrow 1s a bleſſed 
{errow that brings forth joy and immortality : Therefore com 
fort Jez comfort ye all that mourn 11 $107 5 what though for a 
night (in pangs of the new birth) you lie ſorrowing and weep-= 
ing for your fins? marke awhile, and the day will dawn, r:de on, 
becauſe of the word of truth,and a day-{tar will ariſe 1n your hearts 
that will never ſet; nay weep & weep agaln, till you can ſay with 
David, All the night make I my bed to ſwim with My rears, &pre= 
Fently the Sun of righteouſneſs will appear, and he will dry away 
your tears, and ſhine upon you with everlaſting lighr,' Certainly 
thus is it with every regenerate man, he loves,ana hates,and hopes, 
and fears,and joyes,and ſorrows,and all theſe paſſions are renews 
edin him: To give inſtance in one David for all the regenerate; 
his /ove appears, Pal. 119. 47. My delight ſhall be in thy come 
1mandments which I have loved : his hatred appears, Pfal.1 30.22, 
I hate thy enemnes with a perfett hatred. His hope appears, Pfal. 
62.5. My ſonl,wait thou onely upon Goa, for my expettation us from 
him. His fear appears, Pſal.119.120. Hu judgments are terrible, 
I tremble ana quake, HIS joy appears,P fſal.119.16. Thy Teſtima- 
nies are-my delight, 1 rejoyce 1n them as one that findeth great 
fboiles. His ſorrow appears, Pſal. 119.136. ne eyes guſh out with 
T1vers of water, Here is Love, aud Hatred, and Hope, and Peay, 
_ 7oy, and Sorrow, and all are ſet upon their right ſpiritual 
objects. 7 | OI : 

You ſee now a pouttraiture of the ew man, which ſhould he 
"rhe caſe of all men ; my text ſaith indefinitely A 14s] im- | 

' plying every man, and every part of man; every man 

| ſhould be regenerated, every part of man ſhould.be renew- 

ed; and whereas man conlifts on two parts, the body and 

ſoul, all the members of his body, the Heart, the Eye, the 
Ear, the Tongue in ſpecial 3; all the powers of -his ſoul, the 
Underſtanding , the Will, the Memory,the- (onſcience, the 

- eAfﬀettioxtingeneral, all muftbe renewed; arid the whole 

21a; born again. DT ON -  Oury 

And yer(beloved) I mean not ſo, as that a man renewed 
19 never overcome with fin ; 1 know there is in him a continual 
fght'berwixt the fleſh and the ſpirir, -each of which (river to 
Take his part Rrongagainſt the other; and ſowiertities Arrdleck, 
prevalles, 
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Prevails,and ſometimes Iſrael prevails;fometimes his heart falls 
a luſting, his eyes a wandring, MIS cars E tickling » his rongre a 
ſpeaking idly;ſometimes his -derft anding errs,his willrebels,his 
memory tails,his conſcience ſleeps, & his ajfe&#:075 turn the (tream 
after ſenſual objects; bur (that which differs him from the unre- 
oenerare man)if he {in,1t 1s with a gracious Telus atlon, he reſiſts 
wv tothe uttermoſt of his abulities , and if at la(the commit fin 
through the violence of renration, ſubduing theinfirmity of the 
fleſh, he is preſently abaſhed, and then begins he:to ſer repent- 
ance a work-in all the parts and powers of His body and ſoul ; 
then begins his co-ſc:exce to trouble him withiny and will never 
be arquier until the ciſtern of his hear:(being over-charged)hath 
cauſed his eyes, the flood-gates, with moiſt finful humours, to 
overflow the cheeks with tears of contrition;and thus he is waſſ;- 
ed, juſt ified, ſanttified and reſtored to his former integrity agaiy., 
Examine then your ſelves, you that defire heaven at:your ends, 
would you inherit the Kingdom-? would.you-tivewith Angels ? 
would you fave your ſouls 2 examine and try wherher your &- 
dies and ſouls be ſanFlified throuphont; and if you haveino ſenſe or 
feeling of the ew b:rth,(for 'tisa myRteryto the unregenerate ) 
then never\{ook to ſee (in that tate) the Kingdom of God; but if 
you peteeive the'working of ſaving grace effeually in you,(and 
you cannot but perceive it if you have tt) if you feel the power 
of godlineſſe firſt ſeizing the hearr, and after difpeatfing it If 0- 

ver all the parts and powers of body ard ſoul(or yet more in par- 

ticular)if your hearts be ſoftened by the Spirit, if your eyes wart 

#6: God, 1f yout ears liften to his Word , if your tonghes ſhew 

forth his praiſe,if your #nderſtanding attain toſavin2knowledee, 

if your w1/ls conform to.the w://.of God , if your memories be 

ſtored with heavenly dogrine, if your conſcrences be tender and - _.._* 
ſenſible of the leaſt fin whatſoever , if you love that which is 

00d, If you hate that which is evitit'you hopefor the bleſſings 4- 

bove,if youfear himthat ran deſtroy both body and ſoul;in a word, 

if you'703 ih, goodnefie,if you ſorrow for in; then ate you born 4- 

gar, '. Happy man in this caſe that ever he was bor», and thus e- 

very man muſt be , or he cannot be happy : Except a man] (e- 

very man,every part of-man) be born again,he cannet ſee theKings 
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"71 He childres are brought to the birth, andleft the ſaying be 
T true of us, theres no ftrenth to bring forth : 1 ſhall now 
(by Gods aſſiſtance ) proceed to the b:rth1t ſelf. Here we-have 

the manner of it,and we may obſerve a double manner. 

Firſt, of the words containing the »ew birth, 

Secondly, of the new birth contained in the words. 

The manner of the words appears inthe original Juy9ij arw2w] 
two words, andeither of them hathats diverſe reading. fund, 
Valla would rather have to be genitus begotten ; Except. a man be 
begnten | Orhers uſually ſay nat ,: born; Except a man be 
born.) And as Jonvj, ſo 4vww, ſome would have to be drag 
FZeavb24v, above, or from heaven; Except a man be born from 
above.) Others uſually dyw3w = ndaw, again; Except a manbe 
bors again.) Chryſoſtome cites both theſe, and of each reading we 
ſhall gather ſomething for our ewn inſtru&tten, * 

Except a. man be regenerated , or begotten. ({auth Valla,) As 


man that is beorwof a woman us begotten of a. man, ſo he that is boyu 


againſt have a b:getting too:and therefore ſometimiegit. is cal- 
Jed renaſcentia,a new bitth, and ſometimes-regener atio, - a new;be- 
getting, or regeneration, If you ask of whom 18s the new man be- 
9orten ?  Fames tells you, \ $0 1.18, Of his own will begat he 
#5 with the word of truth : The former words note the impulſe 
cauſe, theſe latter the ipftrument; it, was God that #474t xs, and 
with the ſeed of ther. (oro OO Go 
Firſt, G od vegat ws, and ſo ate we called Gods ſons, born not of 
blood, . nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
Ged, John 1.13. Regeneration is the work of God; and becauſe 
Xt 15.4 work external, it is therefore cammunicable to each Per- 
ſon inthe Trinity : Ye are ſarftifed (Gith the Apoſtle ). 17 the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God, 1Cor.6.11. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, all ſan&ifie, all work the 
fame work : but as in the Godhead there is but one eflence, and 
yet three manners of being of the ſame one Eſſence ; ſo.in Gods 
outward operations;all the perſons work rem: eandem,one thing, 
but all york not eodems ode, after one mariner. For inflance,the 
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Holy Ghott, yet every one of theſe works common to all three, 
are terminated 1n ſome one of them : So the Father 1s ſaid.to 
create, the Sonne is ſaid to create, the Holy Gholt 1s ſaid to 
create ; ſo the Father 1s ſaid to redeem ; the Sonne 1s ſa1d to re- 
deem, the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to redeem; ſo the Father is ſaid ta 
ſanAifie, the Sonue 1s ſaid to ſanEtifie, the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to 
fanRife : Thus all three concur to every one of theſe works,and 
yet every one of theſe works,is terminated, ſpecified,and formed 
(as it were) in the very laſt a&tby one of theſe three : The work 
of the Creation 1s terminated immediately in God the Father, 
the work of Redemption 1s terminated immediately in God 
the Sonne, the work of Regeneration is terminated immediate- 
ly in God the Holy Ghoſt, And it is memorable , that as the 
community of theſe works (44 extra). depends onthe unity of 
Gods Eflence, ſo the diverſity of rhexr determinations depends 
on the diverſe manners of Gods exiſtence, or ſublifting : the Fa- 
ther is of himſelf, neither madenor begotten, and therefore it 
beſt agrees with him to make all things of nothing, which is the 
work of Creatioz ; the Sonne is of the Father alone by refle&ion 
of his intelleR, and ſo called the repreſentation of his Fathers 
Image, and therefore it beſt agrees with him to repreſent his Fa- 
thers mercies to mankinde, by ſaving them from death and hell, 
which is the work of Redemption ; the Holy Ghoſt is of the Fa- 
ther and the Sonne proceeding (and as ir were breathed) from 
them both by the a& of the will , and therefore 1t- beſt agrees 
with him that bloweth where he liſteth) to blow on our wills, 
and by his breath to purge and purthe us, which is the work of 
Regeneration, To ſumme up all ina word, this work of Regene- 
ration (or Sauttification, or whatever elſe you will call it) in re- 
{pe& of the work, it is of the.Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, bur 
in reſpeQR of the laſt a& , it-is of the Holy Gholt, anc not of 
the Father, nor the Son; and thus our Saviour concludes, fohyz 
3. 8, That which ts born of the Spirit, ts Spirit, and ſo 1s every mai 
that i bory of the Spirit, 


|. Secondly, as G ods Spirit is the principal, ſo Gods Word is the 
inſirumental cauſe of our .-Regeneration. Te are born again 
(faith Peter) mot of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible by the 
bebdein , E- Hor d 
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word of © od, which liveth and abideth for ever, 1 Per. 1. 23. this 
word John calls the word of life , Paul the producer of faith, 
and rke power of God unto ſalvation ; yea this word 25 quick, 
and powerful, and ſharper than any two-eaged [mord, prering even 
zo the dividing aſunder of ſer8l and fpirit , and of the joynts and 
marrow, and us a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
Heb. 4. 12. They that are born ag212, cannot but remember how 
g:1ck., and powerful, and ſharp , Gods word was at their Agge- 
aeration : firft, like an hammer it- bear on their-hearrs tilt r broke 
chem all to pieces, and themlike a ſword, by a terrible, cutting, 
piercing power , ir ſtruck a ſhaking and trembling into the 
very centre of their ſouls ; laſt of all ike ole (when as the man 
in the 5 ofþel, they were wounded indeed) ic began to ſupple 
thoſe wounds , and to heal the btuiſes, and to tefreſh the weak 
and tender heatt with all the promiſes of God revealed inChrtiſ, 
And thng a man being begotten of ehe. Spirit with the word of 
truth ,. he comesat laſt to the birth ; So we read, Excepr a man 
be born.) And this I ſuppoſe to be fuller than the other, becauſe. 
a begetting may be, and no 6:7th follow, as many that are ſtifled 
inthe womb; ate hegotter, not bor»; but if the birch be, ir doth 
preſuppole a begetting , and ſoit implies it : Except a man be 
born, 1itat is, except a man be begotten and born , ke cannot ſee 
Geds kingdom, It youask of whom born? I anſwer, as God is the 
F ther, 7 the Church 1s the Morker of every childe of God: 
co this purpoſe ſaith the Apoſtle, Jeruſalem which is aboveyss free, 
which  tke mother of us all , Gal. 4, 26. what is Feruſalens bur 
the Church ? for as that City was the ſeat of David, Pſal. 1 22, 
5. ſo1s this Church the throne of Chriſt , fieured by the king- 
dom of David, Revel. ;. 7. and therefore of. both theſe God 
thus proclaims, Here [hall be my reſt for ever, here will I dwell, 
for I have a delight herein,Pſal. 122:14.And n2hely is theChurch - - 
called our oth er,firſt becauſe ſhe is the ſpouſe of our Farher;be- 
troarhed, Hoſea 2, 19. coupled and made oxe, Came. 6.2.1 ans ty. 
welbeloveas, and my beloved is mint ; and ſecondly, becauſe we 
are children born of her;this teacherh us to honour our mother, 
and like little children to hang ar her breaſts for our ſuttenance; 
S#ck and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of her conſol ations, milk ont, 
and be delighted with the abundarce of ker glory. It is the Church 
char brings forth children to God by the miniſtery of hts wor 
and. 
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and if we are children of this mother, we muſt feed on that milk 
which flows from ber two breaſts, the Oldand New Teſtament; 
As new born babes, (faith the Apoſtle) defire the fincere milk of 
the Wordthat ye may grow thereby, 1 Pet 2.2.11 a word,out of the 
Church there is no ſalvation : he have not the (, burch for their 
mother, cannot have G od for their Father, was the ſaying of old; 
and 200d reaſon,for out of the Church there is no means of ſal- 
vation, no Word to teach, no Sacraments to confirm , bur all 
theſe, and all other means are in the womb of the Church ; ir is 
here, and here onely, where the Spirit of :99o07tal- ſeed begets 
orace inthe heart;and ſo a man is $or» agarn. | _ 
This dveS7] ſome read #garodey, feom. heaven,| and ſo the vt. 
word runs, Except a man be born from above.\From above it us that 
every good © perfett gift comerh; A man can receive nothinggexcept John 3: 27. 
it be given him from heaven, John 3. 27. But how then ſaith our 
Savionr of the yyinde (ro which he compareth every oxe that #5 
born of the Spirit) that we know not whence it cometh,and whither 
it goeth ? T anſwer, this [whence] reſpe&s more the cauſe than Verſe 8. 
place;we know the winde comes from rhe South, or North, or 
Eaſt, or Weſt, but why ſo and ſo, we cannot tell ; we know the 
Spirit 1s above,and the ew b;rth or regeneration comes fromthe 
Sp1rit:But = Gn why it is ſo, Or What moves the Sprit to do (@, 
beſides his 2udxiars the good pleaſure of his will, ye cannot tell. 

Or if we read dv@tv 7 nay, as others do, the words then Beda,&Eraſm; 
run thus, Except a n24» be born again, | To this Nricodemme's re- pardpb. 14 le. 
ply ſeems more dire&, How can a man be born when he is old? can 
heenter the ſecond time into his mothers womb ? No queſhon he 
took Chrifts dyw9w pro axcavr, only thus he miſtook, rhat the fe- 
cond birth ſhould be after the manner of the firſt birth, & rhere- 
fore he ſaith, Car a man that is «/d(ſuch as be himſelf was) be barn 
again? Nogſaith our Saviour, that which ts born of the fleſh,zs fleſh, 
and there is but one þ:7+h after this manner;but to be barn again | 
15 to be born after the Spirit, and this 1s that ſecond birth : A mar 
# firſt born of the fleſh,and le muſt be again born of the Spirit. 

Hence appears the difference of the firſt and ſecond birth; tae 
firſt birth is of the carth, earthly ; the ſecond birth is of the Lord 
from heaven, heavenly; the firſt birch is of nature, full of fin ; rhe 
ſecond is of grace, full of ſanity: the firſt birth is originally of 
fleſh and blood, the ſecond birth is originally of the Spirit ard 
2 water 
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water : Ina word, the firſt birth kills, the ſecond gives life ; ge-. 
neration loſt ns,ir muſt be regeneration that recovers us: O bleſ- 
ſed birth,virchoutwhich no birth is happy,in compariſon of which 
[though it were to be born heir cf the whole world)all is but mi-- 
ery ! this was Hoſes praiſe, that he cfteemed the reproach of Chriſt 
above all the treaſures in Exypt; rather would he be the Sonne of 
God, than to be called the four of Pharaohs danghter, Heb. 11.24. 
No queſtion it 1s 4 great dizr ity tobe called the ſon in Law to a 


ro 37- King, but nothing in compariſon of being the Son of God: this 
ne 6. *:* ſonthipisthardegree, above which there needs no aſpiring, and 
Tit. 2.5, under which there is no happineſle,no heaven,no kingdom : Ex- 


cept a man be bora again} he cannot ſee the k ingdom of God. 

Thus far of the manner of the words, which contain'the mew 
birth; 1t appears in them, the Father of 1t 15-God, the ſeed 
of ir the Word, the mother of it the Church , the place of 
;t, whence ?: from heaven : the time of 1t, when? after a 
man is once born, then he muſt be ag4/z born : Except 4 
man be bora agaim.| = 

Secondly, as you fee the manner of the words containing the 

new birth; ſo nowthe manner of the zew birth contained in the 
words, 1 know it 1s not wrought in all after: one manner, nor 1s 
the manner known to us, but onely.ſo farforth asir is ſenſible 
in us, and therefore ye muſt confider man before bapriſme , in 
bapriſine, afrer bapriſme: 

In ſome is the new birth wrought before baptiſme , as-in the 

Eunuch under Cazdace Queen of the Erhioprans, Acts.8. 37. and 

In Cornelizs the Captain , together ith his-kinſmen and near 

trends, Atts 10.47.and in Lydia, Acts 16.14. and ſo our charity 
+ Bellar. Tom, tells us, that every infant dying before baptiſfme, is renewed by 
2. de Sacram. the Spirit : but the manner of this working: ye knozy nor, for it 
Byptiſm.c. 19..is one of the ſecrets of rhe Spirit of God, 


Habent fidem RR K - Cs | 
babitualem. In others is the zew birth wrought n Baptiſme, which indeed 


See De. Fiet4 18 the Sacrament of the new birth, and ſeal of Regeneration ; bu. 
concerningthe hnowſogyer 1n Pedo-Boptiſme we ſee the outward feal , yet WC 
' . ty . - . bd . D ® 
Authour of te fee not; we feel not the manner of the inyard-yorkin?; tor. this 
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 _Inothers is the new b:rth wrought after Baptiſme;ſo Polanuse Poly, Syntag, 
but whether after Bapriſme, or in Baptiſme, we will not diſpute; |. 6. c. 37, 
onely (as the caſe ttands with.us) this I affirm , That there 1s no. 
manifeſtation of 7he zew b:rth, until after Baptiſme : But when 
after Baptiſme ? I anſwer , whenſoever men receive Chriſt by 
faith, which though it be many years after, yet then do-they feel 
the power of God regenerate.them , and to work all things in 
them, which he offered in Baptiſme, Now the manner of this 
feeling (or of Gods Spirit working) proceeds uſually thus : 

| There be certain ſteps of. degrees (ſay Divines) by which ir 
paſſeth ; and howſoever in thoſe whom God. hath bleſſed. wirh 
that great favour of holy and Chriſtian education ( the Spirit of 
God dropping grace into their hearts, even very Ak, theſe 
ſteps, or degrees, are not ſo eafily perceived : Yet inthofe men 
who have lived long in fin, whoſe fins have been grofſe , and 
great,and grievaus,no ſooner come they to a zew birth, but they 
can feel grace work in them ſtep after ftep; and theſe ſteps I 
ſhall reckon to the number ofetght, + ft fo 0 


The firſt 18 a /ght of fin, and this our Saviour reckons for the 


- firſt work of the Spirit , F#hen he is come , he will reprove the John 16; 8;. 3 

world of fin, John 16: 8..Of fin? how ? why thus : no ſooner be- — N 
oins this blefled change from nature to grace, bur the conſcience 
(wrought on by Gods Word) opens its book ,- and preſents to 
the ſoul a bed-roll of thoſe many, mighty, hainous fins, com- 
mitted againſt God and man; there he may read in bloody burn- 
inz lines the abominations of his youth , the fins of all his life; 
and to bringthem into method , rhe Commandments of God 
{tand as'/a remembrancer before his eyes : the firſt rells him of 
his loving ſomewhat above God : the ſecond, of his worſhipping 
a falte. 20d, or the true God after a falſe:manner : the third, of 
ais dithonouring the great and mighty name of God: the fourth, 
of his breaking the Lords dayes, either in doing .the works of the 
fleſh, or leaving undone the works of the Spirit ; nor 1s this all : 
as againſt God, fo againſt his neighbour hath he finned :.che fifth 
cells im of his{tubborneſle and diſobedience : the fixth , of his 
paſſions, and deſire of reyenge : the ſeventh, of his'lewdneſle 
and luſtful courſes: the eighth-, of his robberies and covetous 
thefts : the ninth , of his lies and {landers, back-bitings 'and 
raſh judgements: the tenth, of his covetous thoughts, and mo-: 
Is n——_—_— c10ns 
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tions of the heart to all manner of evil. Good Lord what a 
number of evils, yea, what innumerable {warmes of lawlefle 
thoughts, and words, and a&tions doth he read in his conſci- 
ence ? But above all, his darling-delight, his beloved fn 1s writ 
in greateſt charaers; this he finds to have bewitched him moſt, 
and to have domineered above all rhe reſt in his waſted conſci- 
ence; this ſin in ſome 15 worldlineſſe, wantonneſle, uſury, pride, 
revenge,or the like; in others it is drunkennefle, gluttony, oam- 
ing,ſcurril jeſting,fmony,or the like; whatſoever 1t 18,the conſci- 
ence tells him of it again andagain ; where that he may readt 
together with his other fins, the Spirit of God noyy opens the 
eyes of his minde, and lers him ſee the very mud and filth of his 
ſoul, that lay at the bottome before unſeen, and undiſcerned. 
This is the firſt working of the new life, to wit, a feeling of the 
old death of his ſoul in fins and treſpaſles; and here the Axtome 
is true, No gereration witheut corruption; a man muſt firſt feele 
this death, before he is bor, again.] ? 

The ſecond ftep.is,Serſe of divine wrath, which begets in him 
fear; ſo the Apoſile, 7 he fprrw of bondage begets fear , Rom. 8, 
15. and thus it works: no ſooner hath the man a ſight and feel- 
ing of his fin, but then Gods Spirit (now called zhe iþ:rit of bou- 
dage) preſents to him the armory of Gods flaming wrath , and 
fiery indionation ; this makes him to-feel (as if he were pricked 
with the firoak of an arrow , or point of a fword, or fling of 
- an Adder) thathe isa moſt curſed and damnable creature, juſtly 

ecſerving all the miſeries ofthis life, and all the fiery rorments 
of hellin that life ro.come ; yea ,: this makes him tremble, and 
and, and look, as if he were throughly frighted with the an- 
ory countenance of God Almighty : Would you. view him in 
this caſe ? his conſcience hath now awaked him out of his dead 
ſenſual eep , by the Trumper of the Law; his heart 1s now 
ſcorched with the ſecret ſence of Gods anzryface, his ſoul 1s 
now full ſorely cruſhed under the moſt grievous burden of in- 
numerable fins, his thoughts'are now full of fear and aftoniſh- 
ment,as1t'no lefle then very hell and horror were ready to ſeize 
upon his' body and ſoul. 1 ſay not what meaſure- of this wrath 
1s poured on all menin their converſion ; ifor I ſuppoſe ſome 
teel more , and ſome have leffe of it; but I verily bekeve,ſome 
there acethat(in theſe pan2s of the new 6; rth)have been icorch- 
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ed(as ic were) with the very flames of hell, infomuch that they 


micht truly ſay with David, Gods wrath lieth hard pon me, and Pla 88.7, 


he hath afflifted me with all kis waves, Pſal. 88, 79, And no won- 
der, for this ts the time of fear ? now 1t 15 that Satan ſtrives bu- 
fily ro (tifle the ntw man inthe womb; and therefore he that be- 
fore diminſhed his ns, and made them appear little or nothing 
in his eyes, when he once ſees the man ſmitten down into the 


place of dragons , and covered with the ſhadow of death, then he 


puts into his minde his innumerable fins, and (that which im- 
meciately follows) the curſe of the Law,and the wrath of God, 
which he yet makes more grifly and fierce , with a purpoſe to 
phance him into the bottomleſle pit of horror and deſpair, By 
this means he perſwaded ( a:z to cry out (when he was in this 
caſe) My puniſhment is greater then I can bear ; or , as others 
tranſlate , Mine 111quity is greater than can be forgiven, Gen.gq. 
13. And therefore thus farre the unregenerate goes with the 


' Man born apain; both have a fght of fin, and ſenſe of. wrath, but 


here they part; for the man unregenerate either ſinks undef it, 
or labours to allay it with worldly comforts, or ſome counter- 
feit calm : but the 2a» born again, 1s onely humbled by it, and 
ſeeks the tight way to cure it, and at laſt (by the help of Gods 
Spirit) he paſſeth quite through it; I mean through this hell up-= 
on earth, intothe ſpiritual pleaſures of the Kingdom ok, grace, 
which 1s to be born again, | | 
_ The third ſtep is Sorrow for ſin and this 1s More peculiar to 
Gods childe;there is a ſorrow,which is a common work of grace, 
which an hypoctite may have ; and there 1s a ſorrow which is a 
ot of ſpecual grace, and this likeyyiſe precedes the exerciſe of 
aith, FE f 
But ſome obje&, Chriſt muſt work this ſorrow, ot it 1s Food 


for nothing ; now if Chriſt be in the ſoul working ſorrow, then: . 


there is faith;therefore faith muſt go-before ſorrow. 

anſwer, although it is true that Chriſt cannot be in the ſoul, 
bur in the ſame inſtant there is the habit of faith; yer it follows 
not that faith is before ſ9rrow; for the habits of theſe graces are 
both together, and at once in the ſoul ; or howſoever, it follows: 
not thar the ſoul isenabled by an a& of faith to apply Chriſt £6 


tt {elf asaffoon as Chriſt is in the ſoul, or afſoon 45 the habit of. 


faich 1s infuſediinto the ſoul : The queſtion is, whechet the ſoul 
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in reſpe& of us ( who can onely judge of the habit by the a& ) 
cannot be ſaid to have ſorrow or repentance before faith ? the 
queſtion is nor, which the ſoul hath firſt 1n reſpeet of Gods gift, 
but which it a&s firlt for our apprehenſion ? Surely to us 1t firſt 
ſorrows for finne ,, and then 1t acts or exerciſeth faith by. com- 
ing to Chrilt , and relying upon Chriſt for ſalvation, &c. Ob- 
ſerve, this ſorrow is ſometimes taken largely,for the whole work 
of converfion;ſometimes {trialy,for conviction,contrition,and 
humiliation; in like manner repentarce 1s taken ſomerimes large- 
ly, and ſometimes ſtrictly : By this diflunAion it may eaſily ap- 
pear how ſorrow goes before repentance , and how repextaxce 
coes before faith, Indeed, for the latter is the greater contra- 
verkie, but ſome reconcile it thus : Kepentarce hath two parts,the 
averſion of the ſoul from fin, and the converſion of the ſoul to 
God ; the latter part oft 1s onely an effect of faith, the former 
part of it, 9/z., the turning of the ſoul from fin ts alſo an effe&, 
but not-onely an effeR; for it is begun before faith, though ir be 
not ended till our life end. Some object, that God works re- 
pentance and faith together : But we diſptite not how God works 
them, but how the ſoul as them ; not which is in the ſoul firſt, 
bur which appears out of the ſoul firſt : neither it ic any new 
thing in Philoſophy to ſay , Thoſe cauſes which produce an ef- 
fe&, though they be in time together , yet are mutually before 
one another in order of nature in divers reſpe&s to their ſeve- 
ral cauſalicies. Thus a man muſt have repeztarice before: he have 
ſaving and jultifying faith ; and-yet a man muſt have faith be- 
fore the work of repertarce be perfect inthe ſoul, As we main- 
Lain repentazice to be a precedent work; ſo we deny it not to be a 
ſubſequent effe& : And that S-rrow 1s before the birth too, the 
Apoſtle intimates, 2 Cor. 7. 10. Godly ſorrow works repentance, 
that 1s, ſorr0 prepares a man for repentance, it goesafote it, and 
 repares for 1t, And noyy it is, that Gods Spirit begins to renew 
his heart, as God himſelfproclaimeth ; 7 'will put a new ſpirit 
Ww thi them, and 1 will tche the ſtony heart out 0 f their bogies, and 
wig ve then a heart of fleſh, Ezek. 11, 19, his heart that before 
was hard as flint, nojv begins to relent, and ſoften, and break 
In preces: How ſo? it 1s Gods Spirit that pricks the heart, and 
this pricking ſoftens it; Dam pungit, »ngit, faith Zerome; Com- 
punction ſoftens and ſupples the heart , ſo thar- be it. never fo 
| ſtony. 
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tony, preſently 1t becomes ax Leart of fleſh 5 you know thote 
that are apt to weep, or yern , or ſorrow, we call them zexder- 
hearted ; you may be ſure then,he that is prichr, till his heart 
bleed inwardly , he that weeps blood (which every heart doth 
that is prickt on this manner) ſure his heart is render indeed ; 1 
ſay,teader,for as the very word imports, (xaaiw ame 9 du) his 
herrt weeps, why 2 his heart is broke : David joynes theſe to- 
oether, A broken and a contrite heart, O God, t 0 wilt not deſpiſe, 
Pal. 51. 17, And no wonder if an heart that is broken , and PA $177: 
rent, and wounded, and prickt , falls. a weeping blood ; well 
might David fay when he was broken, Pſalm 38.8. I have wept; Pfal. 38. 8. 
(nay more) I have roared for the very grief (or diſquietneſſe )of 
my heart : andagain, My ſoul (or my heart) melteth (or drop- 
peth) for very heavineſie, Not that his heart dropt indeed, but 6 : 
becauſe the teares which he ſhed, were not drops of water run- TITS LE, 
ning onely from his eyes,(an onion may cauſe ſo much) but 1flu- 
ins from his heart;which heart being grieved, and ſore grieved, 
It 1s ſaid to be wounded ; and ſo his teares coming from 1t, they 
may be called no lefle than very blood, drops of blood 1ſning from 
wounded heart, Thus it is with the man now labouring 1n his 
new birth, his heart grieves,hits eye weeps; whence the Provetb, 
The way ts heaven is by weeping croſſe ; the way to Gods King- 
dom is to cry like children coming into the world;the way to be 
zew born 1s to feel throws (as a woman labouring of childe) and 
ſo is Chriſt formed in us. Can a waar be born again withour bit- 
terneſle of ſoul ? no, if ever he come to a fight of (in, and that 
Gods ſanQitying Spirit work in him ſorrow for fin , his ſoul will 
mourn till he may ſay with Jeremy , Ine eye aroppeth without 
ftay;— Mine eye breaketh my heart, becauſe of allthe daughters 
of my City, becauſe of all the fins of my ſoul, Lamert.3.51.True Lam.'3.49,51- 
It 1s, as {ome infants are borne with more pain to the mother, 
and ſome with lefſe : ſo may the new az be regenerated in 
ſome with more, in ſome with lefle anxiety of travel ; but more 
or lefle, .1t cannot be ſo little, but the man that labours in theſe 
panes ſhall mourn, and mourn; T kere ſhall be a great mourning, 
As the mourning of Haded;rimmon in the valley of MegiddonyLach, Zach.r2.r; 
T2, 11, \Whatelſe 2 He cannot look on a Saint , that failed nor: 
firlt through the Ocean of tears, and therefore he fallson his Gen, x5. 17; 
face with A brainam, he wreſtles with God like 7zcob, he roars Gen, 33, 24- 
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out of his crief with ob , he pours out his ſoul with Hanna, he 
weeps rivers of tears with David, he mourns as a Dove ith He- 
zehiah, yea, like a Crone, or a Swallow, ſo doth he chatter, Iſa. 38, 
1.4. O the bitter pangs and ſore travel of « 112 , when he muſt 
be burn again. . RE 

The fourth ſtep is, Seeking r1ghtly for comfort. He runsnot to 
the world, or fleſh I)! Devil, m1 ſe erable comforters all ; but to 
Scripture, to Prayer, or to the Miniltery of Gods Word ; if he 
Ende comfort in Scriptures , he meets with in the * Goſpel ; 
not the Lay, but the Goffe! (faith the Apoſile) 2s the power of 
God to (alvation , to every ore that believeth, Rom. 1, 16, The 


Law is indeed the miniftery of death and damnation, 2 Cor. 3.7, 


but the Gofpel #5 the glad tydings of {alvation,Luke 2.10. The Law 
ſhewes @ man his wtetchedeſlate , but ſhewes him no remedy; 


and yet we aboliſh not the Law, in aſcribino this comfort to 


the Goſpel onely ; though it be no cauſe of 1t, yet 1s ut the oc- 
caſion of it : thoſe doleful rerfours, and fears of conſcience be. 


gotten by the Lay , may be in their own nature the very gates 


and downfal to the pit of hell; yet I cannot deny but they are 
certain occaſions of receiving grace ; and if it pleaſe God that 
the man, now labouring in his pangs of the ew birth , do. bur 
richtly ſettle his thoughts on the Goſpel of Chriſt, no doubt 
but thence he may ſuck the ſiveereſt comforts and delights 
that ever were revealed to man, Or if he finde comfort in pray- 
er (to which he ever and anon repairs in every of theſe (eps) 
then is it by Chriſt, in whoſe Name only he approacheth to that 
heavenly throne of grace : no ſooner had the King of N:eveh 
humbled himſelf, but his Proclamation runs, Let man and beaſt 
be covered with ſack-cloth,and cry mightily unto God. — ho car 
tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from hs fierce anger, 
that we periſh not ? and thus the man now wreſtling with the 
orievous affitAtons and tetrors of his conſcience , Who can tell 
(faith he) if God will turn away his fierce cnger ? let me then cry 
mightily unto.the Lord of heaven, let me cry, and continue cry- 
ing, until the Lord of mercy do in mercy lookupon me ; and 
tf for allthis Godeive him a repulſe, for reaſons beſt known 
ro himſelf, If ar the firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, or at many 
more tines, he ſeem to haye criedin vain, at laſt he flyes to the 
Muniſtery of the Word, andif he may have his will,he would hit 


upon 
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upon the molt skilful , experienced , ſo/-ſearchjng and ſound- 
dealing man amonylt all Gods meflengers:thus was it with Peters 
hearers,whoſe kcarts being pricked, and rent with legal terrours, 
then could they begin to cry it out, Mer and brethrsn, what ſhall 
we do? AQS2. 37. Thus was It with the Faylor, who after his 
trembling and falling down tothe ground inan humble abaſ ement, 
could then begin to ſay, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? Ags 
16.30. And thus the man noyy ready to be born agarn, if he finde 
no means to aſlyage the rage and terrors of his guilty conſci- 
ence, at laſt he comes to Gods Miniſter with a hat ſhall T do, 
what wnſt 1 do to be ſaved? Alas! now I feel the wounded 
conſcience, the broken heart, the ſpiritual blindneſle, the cap- 
tivity and poverty , of which often you have told me ; if then 
there be any inftruftion , direQton or duty , which may tend to 
my good , or free me from this evil , now open thoſe lips that 
ſhould preſerve kyawledge, now dire& me in Gods fear, and I will 
willinzly follow it with my utmoſt endeayours, - 

Andnow (andnot till now) hath Gods Miniſter a ſtrong and 


Acts 2.37, 


As 16.38 


ſeaſonable calling to amplifie and magnifie the ſoul-ſaving ſuf- 


ficiency of Chriſts death and paſſion ; were rhe blood of Chrig, 
and promiſe of ſalvation proffered to an unyounded conſci- 
ence, What were it, but like the pouring of a moſt ſoyereign bal- 
ſam upon a ſound member of man? Ir is the onely, right ever- 
lating method, firſt to wound by the Law , and then to heal by 
the Goſvel; firſt to cauſe ſmart for fin, and then to lay to a plat- 
ſer of Chriks blood ; and therefore when the heart is-broken, 
then hath che. war of G od his warrant to binde itup again, then 
may he magnifie:Gods mercy, then may he ſet our to the height 
the heavenly beaury of Chriſts paſſion and perſon, and thus 
playing the Midwife by his hizh and holy art of comforting the 
afficted,at lalt the child of God(prepared for his birth)becomes 
a Man born again, — _ © | = 
The fifth ep is a clear (I ſay not a geaeral fight , which he 
had before )) but The clear fight of Chri#t laid open to the eye of 
Faith; no ſooner is the poor wounded ſoul informed throughly 
inthe myſtery and mercy of the Goſpel, but he then'looks on 
ms Saviour asthe Jewes on the brazen ſerpent, and ſeeing him 
lifted up.on the Crofle , he cannot bur ſee in him an infinite 


treaſury of mercy and love, a boundleſle and botromleſſe ſea | 


of 
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of tender-heartedneſſe and pity, a whole heaven of ſweetneſfle, 
happineſſe, peace and pleaſures; After the jþir:t of bondage, en- 
rers the Spirit of adoption 3 the terrours of the Law lead him to 
the comforts of the Goſpel; his ſorrow for fin brings him to the 
clear lizht of his Saviour ; and then as a man in deaths-pangs, 
chat lifts up his eyes to-heaven whence cometh his help, ſo he in 
birth-panzs lifts up his eyes to Chrilt ,- who mult either help 
him or he finks under his finto the botromleſle bottom of hell. 
And I mult rell you, this fight of Chrilt Jeſus to an humbled fin- 
ner (together with thoſe glorious priviledges which he brings 
with him, as Reconciliation to-God, forgivenefle of ſins, adop- 
tion, juttification, righteouſneſſe, wiſdome, ſanQification', re- 
demption) it is a:meſt pleaſant, raviſhing, heavenly ſight : Not: 
Solomon 1» all his royalty , no , or the lillies of the field arrayed. 
better than Solomon ; not all the curious fights on earth , norall. 
thoſe glittering ſpangles in heaven, can poſſibly afford ſuch | 
pleaſure or delight tothe eye of man, as doth this one. 'ob;e& 

| Chriſt bleedtng on the Croſſe) to the ſoul of a finner, Imagine 
that you ſaw ſome:maleKor (whoſe trial and doom' were paſt) 
to be led tothe doleful place of execution ; imazine that you 
heard him wail andweep for his miſ-ſpent time, for his bloody 
as,for his heynous'crimes; yea imagine his wailings and weep= 

ings ſo bitter , that they were able to fotceteares from others,. 
and to make all eyes ſhoot and warer that but look't upon him 5 
if this man in this caſe ſhould ſuddenly ſee his King running 

and riding towards him with his pardon in his hand , what a 
fght would this be ? ſure there is none to this. - Thus, thus it is 
with the man ſorrowing for fin ; whileſt he is weeping his caſe, 

and confeſſing whar alittle ſtep there is berween him and dam- 
nation (as 1f he were now at hells mouth, rhe very place of exe+ 
cution) 1n a maze he looks upon Chriſt , whom he ſees with a 
ſpear 1n his ſide, with thornes in his head, with nails in his feet, 
with a pardon in his hands , offering it to all men that will but 

recetye 1t by faith. O here's. a fight indeed, able to revive the 

wickedlt man upon eatrh, dead in finsand treſpaites?: And now. 


_ re1s hopes of the Birth; if it once come to this, there is more 
ZADILS obability of an happy delivery , we may call it the (tir- 
10.35 of Gods childe , or the firſt feelings 'of life, before he is 
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The fixth ſtep is, An hangring deſire after Chriſt and his merits, 
and to-this ſtep bleſſed are they that arrive ; Bleſſed are they that 
hunger and thirſt after r1ghteouſneſſe, for they ſhall be filled, Match. Math, 7.6, 
&, 6, Filled? how? 1 will give unto him that is athirſt, of the 
fountain of the water of life freely, Rev. 21. 6. This is the (tep Rev, 1. 6. 
(as if it were 1n- Jacobs ladder ) that raiſeth him on high towards 
heaven;: it 1s ſuch a token of true faith, that he who hath ir,needs 
no more:doubt that he believeth , than he that breatheth needs 
ro doubtthat he liveth ; and why ? his thirſt of worldly things 1s 
cooled, his thirſt of heavenly things inflamed. 
O6jeft. But Chriſt ſaith, He that drinks of the water that I ſhall 
v6 him, ſhall zever. thirſt, 
| Sol. Not after the world,bat he ſhall thirſt more and mare after 
Chr:i#t, . No hungry man did ever with more appetite wiſh for 
meat,nor thirſty man for drink, nor covetous man for mony,nor 
ambirious man for glory, than he now longeth to be reconciled 
unto Ged in Chriſt ; in this caſe, had he the pleaſures and pro- 
firs of: a thouſand worlds, willinzly would he part with all for G 
| the application of Chriſt ſufferings ; 1t 1s that ſovereign blood 
-Y that can onely heal his ſoul ; it is that bitter paſſion which can 
only queneh his thirlt : give him bur the merits of Chriſts death 
(whereby God and he maybe at one) and he cares not though 
he ſuffer death and hell again , yea he will venture goods , lite, 
all; orif that be not it which the Lord requires,heyill do what- 
ever behoves him, even ſel/ all, all that ke hath, part with all fin .: 
that he loverh, yea were it his r1ght hand, or his right eye,nothing 
thall be dear co him, ſo that he may enjoy his Saviour, O here's 
a thirſt above all thirRs ! 1c breeds ardent. dehres, vehement }- 
longings, unutterable groanes, mighty gaſpings, juſt like | 
the dry and thirſty ground , that gaſfs,- and cleaves, and 
opens for drops of rain, . David, though in the deſert of Zip#, a Pſi, 63. x, 
barren and dry land without water, yet he complains moli becauſe 
of this thirlt, My foul thirfteth for thee,O God, Plal. $3.1. This ts + 
that violentaffeion that God .puts -into the hearts of thoſe 
who ſeek him in fincerity and truth ; never was Ahab more fick Judz, 15.19. ; 
tor a vineyard,nor $iſera for milk, nor Sampſon for water, when 


: God was fain to open him a fountain inthe jaw of au Aſſe, than 
7H 15a truly humbled ſoul after Chriſt, ever thirſing.and longing, 
s that he may hide himfelfin his richreouſnefſe , and bathe him- 
> FKlfinthar blood yhich hjs Saviour ſhed for him, I have read 
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of a gracious woman, who labourtng in theſe pangs, and long- 
ins after Chriſt Jeſus, cried out, / haze born nine children with 
as great pain as other women , and yet 1 would with all my reart 
bear then all / ver 4 gain, zea bear ptr _ - med 
of my life, tobe aſured of my part 1 (, brift: Jeſus. ONE TEPIYMg, 
Dork ak kts wok defe ned tens after um? Oh ! (aid ſhe) 
T have an kuaband and child1en, and many other comforts, 1 would 
give them all, and allthe good I ſhalt exer ſee in thes world, ar mt be 
world to come, to have my poor thirſty ſoul refrefbt with that pre- 
cieus blood of my Saviour. So eager and- earneſt 1s the hearr of 
each man (parched with the angry.:countenance of God) after 
this blood of his; 1thirst, I faint, I languiſh,: T long (faich he) for | 
one drop of mercy; my fpirit 4s melted int me into tears of blooa ; my 
heart, becauſe of ſin, is ſo ſhakea and ſhivered ; my ſoul, becauſe of 
ſorrow, is ſowaſted and parched , that my thirft t inſatiable, wy 
bowels are kot within me, my deſire after Chriſt s extremely great 
and greedy.Stay ! all theſe expreſſions are far ſhort of thoſe long- 
Rev. 2,17. gs, 10 man kyoweth them, ſave he that recetves them fave he that 
: 15 born again, | | 
The ſeventh Rep is A relying on C briſt : noſooner he conh1- 
ders and remembers thoſe many meltin2 invitations of out 
Lord and Saviour : If any man thirſt , let him come unto me : Ho, 
John 7. 31, ©2077 one that thirfteth, come y2 to the waters : ( ome unto we all ye 
I 16. 55.8, 1Þ4t are weary and heavy-laden with fin : bur (reſting himſelt | 
(0M Daatth, 13, 28. On the impreznable truth of theſe blefled promiſes) he throwes | 
himſelf into the merciful and meritorious armes of his crucified 
Lord. Come life, come death, come heaven, come hell, come 
what come will, here will he ſtick for ever : Who (faith Pau!) 
Rom. 8.35. ſhall ſeperate us from the love of ( brift ? Shalltribalation, 97 ai- 
tFreſſe, or perſecution,or famin 4 Or »akedneſſe, or perill, ar ſword? 
No: 1 amperſwaded (not theſe, nor more than. theſe ) neither 
aeath, mor life, xor Angels, nor Priacipalities , nor Powers, #0! 


things preſent,nor things to come,nor hei ght,vor depth,yor any ot ef 
- creature, (hall be able to [, eparate us from the love of God , whiC h 
7s i Chriſt Feſus our L | 


LO 74, Ro, 8. 25, 28, 29. Thus it is with __ 
the man labourin? in this birth : what? (Aith he) doth Chriſt call *© 


the heauy-laden ? why, Lord, 1 am heavy-laden witha weight, > 
a maſſe of fin; and if he may come thit 1; called, Lord, I come, 1 © 


Come , and now Tam come, with thee will I build &y tabernacle, 


with _ 


\ F 


Ml 
ſlay me,yet will I truſt in him, Job 1 3.15. And I muft tell youth is 
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with thee will 1 reſt for ever, Nor is this any wonder, experi- 

ence tells us, the hunted beaſt flies unto his den, the woundec| 

man hies unto the Surceon , and ſo the Foor man broken and 

bruiſed with the weight of fin, how ſhould he otherwiſe but caſt 

himſelf willingly into the ſiveet compatkonate inviting armes 

and embracements of Chriſt,whoſe promutes run, / will eaſe bi, 

i will refreſh him ? Yeu may ſee ſometimes a little infant, upon if 
apprehenſion and approach of ſome ſudden danger, how haſtily 
he runs into his mothers armes: even ſo a truly wounded ſoul 

(purſued by the terrours of the Law, and frighted with the angry 
countenance of Almichty God) it flies with ſpeed into the bo- 

ſome of its bleſſed Redeemer, there it clings unto his bleſſed 

wounds, there it reſts upon his meritorious death , there it 

erafps about his crucified body , there it hides it ſelf in the 

ckfts of this Rock, yea there it flicks with thisfull reſolution, 

that ſhould all errors, all temprations, all men, all devils, com- 

bine together to caſt him into hell, they ſhould tear him, rent 

him, pull him, hale him from the bleeding wounds, and tender 

bowels of his heavenly Saviour. This was fob caſe, who in the . 

birtereſt of his panos could 7 it out, ſaying, Though the Lord 


* affiance, dependence, adherence, reliance (or whatſoever elſe we c wel. Parte * 
call it) #pon the merits of Chriſt, is the right juſtifying faith, whi- 934 SD 
ther ifa man once come, there ts but one degree more, and he ji. 


ftificans noa 
ts then bors again.) eſt tantim n0- 


; | | titia, ſed etizm 
fiducia, qui tanquam medium applicamus nobs meritum Chrifti, ac in coacquieſcimus, Trelcat, 


[. 2. inſtitut, Loquenode naturs fidet juſtificantis , apprehenſio cjus duplex; una cognitionks i 


zntekefu , altera fiducie in voluntate, utramque includit fides.—- At noluit Bellacm. fide 
eſſe in voluntate. : | ; 


The laſt and higheſt tep is, {niverſal obedienc: to Chrift, No 
ſooner hath he ca(t himſelf upon him, but he takes him(not one- 
ly asa Saviour to redeem him from the miſeries of fin, bur) as 
an husband, a Lord, a King to ſerve him, love him, honour him, 
and obey him : Now will he take his yoke upon hips ; now will he... 
bear his croſſe and follow after him ; now will he: enter into the 
narrow way ; nowwill he walkin the holypath; now will he af+ - 
ſoctate himſelf to that ſeft and Pia 6p that tis every where 7 
token againſt ; now will he oppoſe himſelf againſt all in what» - 
loever ; now will he ſhake off his old. companians,, brethren i» | 

miquity; 


2 Cor. 5.19. 
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1niquity; now will he keep peace and a gond conſcience towards 
Godand man ; now will he watch over his ſecret {ms luſttul 
thoughts, occaſions of evil ; now will he direct his words rothe 
gloritying of God, and to give grace to tne hearers ; now will 
he conforme all his a&ions to the ſoveraignty of grace now 


' will hedelight in the Word, the wayes, the Saints, the ſervices 


of God; now will he never more turn again unto folly, or to his 
trade of fin, yea thoueh Satan ſer upon him ith bairs and al- 
lurements, to detain him in his bondage but by one darling- 
delight, one minion-fin, yet he reſolves to anſwer him as Hoſes 
did Pharaoh, There (Fall not ſo much as an hoof be left behinde; 
for well he knowes, one breach in the City expoſeth it to the 
enemy , one leak in a ſhip will fink it in the ſea, one (tab in the 
heart will ſpeed a man to death ; one knot 1n a threed will ftay 
the needles paſſage as well as five hundred, and therefore he 
will ſel all, all that he hath, even all his fins, to the laſt filthy rag 
of his minion-delight,his bewitching-beloved boſome-fin. And 
now is the zew man born amonglt us,wil you view him2O1d things 
are paſſed away , behold , all things are become new, 2 Cor.5.17. 
His heart, his eye,his ear, his tongue, his underſtandine, his will, 
his memory, his conſcience , his love, his hatred, his hope, his 
feare, his, joy, his ſorrow; will you any mere ? his thoughts, his 
words, hisaQions, his affe&ions, are all »ew ; this converſion 1s 
univerſal,this change 1s a through change ; now 1s Chriſt form- 
ed 1n him, now is he transformed into a ew creature, before he 
was in making a new man, but now he is made »ew ; God the 
Father accepts him for his ſon, God the Son ſtamps. on him the 
Image of his Father , but more immediately God the Holy 
Gholt hath thus moulded and faſhioned him, as TI have ler you 
ſee him, and now he is born again :| which except a man be, —he 
(thall not) cannet ſee tho kingdom of God. | 
Lo here thoſe Reps that raiſe up a man to the tlate of regenc- 
ration, A fght of ſin, Serſe of miſery, Sorrow for fin, Seek- 
ing for comf ort, A {:ght of Chris, Dejire after Chriſt, Re- 
Iviig oz ( hriſt, Obcdieace to( rift, One word more before 
we have done. 
Youſee how God brinzs along the man whom he purpoſeth 
to make his; and yet let no truly humbled knner be diſcouraved 
if 12 obſerve not ſo ailtinQtly the order of theſe eps, and eipe- 
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cially in that degree as (you ſee) we have related; forlf in ſub- 
ance and effect they have been wrought in them, 'if he have 
them in truth (though perhaps'not in this degree) I dare pro- 
nounce of him, that he is ſurely borz agaiy, Itis one of our wor- 
thies hath ſaid it, that iz o#r humilzations, and other preparative 
diſpoſitions, we do not preſcribe preciſely juſt ſuch a meaſure and 
quantity, we do not determine peremptorily upon ſuch or ſuch a de- 
gree and height, we leave that to the wiſdome of onr great Maſter 


in heaven, the only wiſe God, whois amoſt fre: agent: But ſure we 


are, a man muſt have ſo much, and in that meaſure, as orenghly 
to hamble him, and then to bring him to his Saviour ; he muſt be 
weary of all his finnes, and of Satans bendage wholly, willing te 
pro's ont his right eye, and cut off is right hand, I mean topart 
with his beft-beloved-boſome-luſts, to fu all, and not to leave ſo 
much as an hoof behiude 3 he muSt ſee his danger, and ſo haſteto 

the (ity of refuge ; he muſt be ſenſible of his Spiritual miſery, 
that he may heartily thir$t for mercy; he muſt finde himſelf loſt and 
caſt away in himſelfe, that Chriſt may be all in all unto him ; and 
after muſt follow an hatred of all falſe and evil wayes for thetime to 


come, n through-change of f intern courſes, compaty, converſa- 


tron, and ſetting himſelf inthe way and praftice of ſobriety, honeſty, 
ard holineſſe. And another ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe, that the 
diſcovery of the remedy eaſſoon as the miſery mu3t needs prevent a 
| ome part of the trouble, and make the diſt inift effefts on the ſoul to 

e with much more difficulty diſcerned ; yay the aftings of the ſoul 
are ſo quick, and oft ſo confuſed, that the diſtinft orders of theſe 
workings may not be apprehended, or remembred at all. And per- 
haps the joyful apprehenſion of mercy may make the ſenſe of miſery 

o0ner Jorgorten, The ſumme 18, of every ſoul is required thus 
much : Firſt, a truly penitent fight, ſenſe, and hatred of alt Gn. 
Secondly, a fincere and unſatiable thirſt after Jeſus Chriſt, and 
righteouſneſs, both imputed and inherent. Thirdly, an unfained, 


and unreſerved reſolution of an univerſal ew obed:z2ce for the 


rme to come, Ifany man hath had the experience of theſe affe- 


tions and effects in his own ſoul, whatſoever the order, or 


+ _ Whatſoever the meaſure be (lefſe or more) he is ſafe enough, 
| and may go on comfortably in the holy path. TY 
Now then let me adviſe thee (Whoſoever thou art that 
readeſt) to enter into thine own ſoul, and examine thine own 
goons ate, 
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Thus whileſt 
the Miniſter 
ſpeaks, it1s 
Chriſt that 
comes with 
power inthe 
word,Exet.18. 
JI. 32, 


ace, whether or nothcu art yer 6072 Aga'y ? Search. and ſee, 


ain, 


3 #7 


BO” EOS DRE OTE, 
$9 IRE OF LT en. re Cn ETD 


1, ©: 


ous OO YG an CT CG Cre 


The Bib Birth, - 


— 
— 


throne,and ( there,if thou haſt thy requeR)then to the new birth: 


if I muſt acquaint thee hoy to pray ; Hof. 14.2. Take with you 
words, and tarnto the Lord ; ſay unto him, T ahe away all ngquity, 
and receive ns gracionſly, —and then 1t-follows, 1 w:ll heal their 
back-ſliding, I will love them freely, ver.q. Jerem.3o.18. 1 have 
ſorely heard Ephraim bemoanivg himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed 
me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoak; turn 
thorn me,and I ſhallbe turned.The ſoul may obje&, I may ſay thus, 
and bens better : But I anſwer, Say it, though you be no better, 
becauſe God bids you ſay it: Say it, and ſay it again ; it may be 
he will come in-when'you ſayit, H {34-4 The ſoul may obje& 
avain, How can I ptay and: have not fat? I anſwer, Putthy ſelf 
upon prayer,and who knows but afſitance,and bleffing,and faith 
may come? Pray that God would pleaſe to prepare thy hearr, ro 
ſanQifie thy affeRions, to order thy will, to preſerve thee from 
ſin,. to prepare thee for growth unto full holineſle and righre- 
ouſneſle-: this was the effec of Jerernrabs prayer, Convert me, O 
Lord,and I ſhall be converted;heal me,O'Lord,ank Iſhall be healed; 
{ave me,O Lord,and I ſhall be ſaved: Turn thou ns, O:good Lord, 
and ſo ſhall we be turned, Jet. 17.14. and Lament.5.21. It isthe 


Jer. 31.18. 


Jet.17.14- 


Lord that converts, and heals, andſaves, atid turns; and Prayer Lam.y-21. 


i the means to produce this effeft in ther :- when” we- are required 
lo pray, to repent and beheve, -We are not to ſeek'ftrenerh in 
our ſelves, bur to ſearch into the' Covenant, and turn the 
promiſe into prayer. As the- command is, Kepext,A&.17.30.ſo the 
Covenant 1s,Chr:/# ſhall grve Repentance, A&t.5.31. and therefore 


pray, Turnthoume, and: 1 ſhall be tarned, Jer. 31.18, Therefore - 


bow thy kaees, and humbly, . heartily, frequently, fervently im- 
plore the influence of Gods'blefled Spiric':- Cry with the'Spouſe 
In the Canticles, Awake, ONorth-wind;& cone thou South-wind, 
and blow upon my garden; that the ſpices thereof may flow forth, 
Cant.4.16. The more ruſhin2 and mighry this 124 of the Spirit 
15,the more will 'he make thee fruaifie in his graces-and bleflings; 
therefore cry again and.agair,O Do97d,/et rh 9 Spivit come upon me: 
create 19 me a clean heart,O God, rejiew avight ſpreit within me, 
O' Lord feſu,ſend thySpirit into me;which my reſtore me from this 
death-of ſin,unto the life of holineſſe. Thus wouldeſt thou ask, and 
continue asking ; thus wouldeſt thou cry, and continue crying, 
theft could Þ-aſſure rhee of thepromiſe: (when the HO 
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1) which God hath made, and cannot deny, He that asketh re- 
_— - and, h. that ſceketh findeth, and,to him that kyockgth (by 
continuance and perſeverance ) «7 ſhall be opened, Mat.7.8, 

The ſecond wing, or hand, that bears and leads thee to theſe - 
ſteps of the new birth,is, Conſtant hearing of the Word : thou muſt 
attend the gates of w1 [dom,and wait on her poſts ; thou mult come 
to Gods houſe, and hearken to the miniſtery of the Word: - »0 
doubt, but if thou beeſt: conſt ant 11 this anty, God will ſtirre up ſome 
good Samuel, God will uſe ſome of. his Priets (conſecrated ts that 
office ) to beget thee agam : Underſtand this ſoberly - .forif Jeſus 
Chrijt himſelfe ould preach.to the ſoul-every' day, and give 
not out of himſelfe, the ordinance would be empty toitt it is 
Chriſts coming into his people in the ordinances, that only fills 
the empty ſoul. with good things.. Ard yer Gods Miniſters are 
called Spiritual Fathers, . / have begotten you (ſaith-Paul ) 
through the mnitration of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 4. 15. The Paſtors 
rongue isthe Lords conduit-pipe, and hereby he derves the 
feet and wholeſome waters of life into the ſouls of his cho- 
ſen ; only do thou frequent the means,and thou ſhalt ſee at one 
time or other God will remember thee in mercy : It 1s true, I 
know not when ; - and therefore I with thee mifſe no Lords day 
to repair to Gods houſe, leſt the: day of thy negle& might have 
been the day of thy converſion ; certain it 1s, no man ſhould ex- 


peR Gods bleſſing withour his ordinances ; no eating of bread | 


without plowing and ſowing, no-recovering of health without 
eating and drinkinz, no poſting on land without ſomewhat to 
ride on, no paſſage on ſeas, without ſomewhat to ſailein ; ſono 
bleſſing, no grace, no regeneration, no zew b:rth at all, without 
waiting upon Godin his wayes,and 1n his ordinances. Now then, 
2S thou defireſt heaven or (the way to heaven) to be born again, 
T beſeech thee make high account of this ordinance of Goa, the _. 
preaching of his Word : In preaching of the Goſpel, light, moti- 
on, and power go out toall, which men reſiſt: and ſome are 
deſtroyed, not becauſe they could not believe, bur becauſe they 
refiſt, and will not obey, and ſo die, cAtts 7.51, Luke 13. 34. 
Ezek,33.11. Hoſ. 13.9. andyet I wiſh thee not only to hear it, 
but after thou haſt heard, conſider of it, ponder on it, and lay- 
the threars and reproofs, the precepts and promiſes, unto thine 


awnſoul : thus if thou heareſt and meditareſt, 2-4 
x Go 
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Gods Word will be a Word of power to thee, and (rogether with 


prajer) bring thee towards the yew 617th, whither, except a mas: 
come, he cannot ( poſſibly) ſee the kingdom of God. 

Thus farre of the new birth : you ſee we have mounted thoſe 
Reps, whoſe top (like Facobs ladder) reacheth up to Heaven ; wit- 


neſle the next word, he that 1s bor» again ſhall ſee the kingdom of = 


Ged;but he that 1s not bor againghe cannot ſee the kingdom of God, 


= and" / am ths. 
© — RR — - 


He cannot ſee the kingdom of God, 
He priviledges of the new birth are theſe two, to ſee] and 
to ſee the kingdom of God. | 
Firkt, ts ſee] Which is all one (faith a Modern) as to exjoy : yet 
a man may ſee that which he doth not enjoy ; but without rege- 
neration there 1s no fight, much lefle poſſeſſion of the kinodon 
of God. | | | 
F To ſee then is the leſſer happineſle,of which the unregenerate 
are debarred ; bur to ſee, in it ſelf 1s a great and gracious privi- 
ledge,to which the regenerate are admitted: for whether by Gods 
kingdom be meant the kingdom of grace, or the kinzdom of glo- 
ry, Happy are the eyes that ſee theſe things, 

But whoſe eyes are they ? if we examine the unregenerate; he 
ſees no whit into the awful Majeſty of God the Father ; he ſees 
no whit of the beauty, mercy, and pity of his Saviour, he ſees no 
whit into that glorious highnefle of Gods Spirit in Heaven, nor 
yet of his nighnefle to his brethren on earth : Hence 1t 1s, 
that when he comes among the Congregation of Gods Saints, 
his ſoul is nor delighted with their prayers, praiſes, Pſalmes, 
and ſeryice ; he ſees no comfort, no pleaſure, no content 11 
their actions. But the new mar is of better fight, the graces 
of the Spirit, andthe ward-rope of Gods glory, are all produ- 


ced to his eye, as if the Lord ſhould ſay, Come, ard ſee ; fo Mo- - 


ſes, Stand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvatien of God : ſo Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles, 1t zs gwen to your eyes to ſee theſe th-ngs, to others but by 
parable, He that is born again hath a ſpiritual eye, and a cele- 
filal obje&; The eye of his underſtanding is enlightued {ſaith 
Paul: ) anomted (fairh fohn:) To what end? Bur that he 
may kyow what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance 6 in the $aints,Epheſ,1.18, Sec a privi- 
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ledze, of which the unregenerate .1sever barred, his mind is 
dark, even darkneſſe it ſelf, Epheſ. 5. 8. And therefore it is no 
wonder, what is ſaid by our Saviour, that fe carmmot ſer, cannot ſee] 
rhe kingdome of God, | 
The ſecond priviledge is the Obje& of this ſight, here called 
the kingdome of God.'| By which ſome underitand Heaven, ſome 
the way to Heaven ; molt of the Ancients ſay, that by this Kig- 
dons is meant Heaven : Calvin is of mind, that not Heaven, but 
a ſpiritual life 15 thereby underſtood, Aretins ſaith, (andI am of 
his mind) that whether we underſtand rhe one or the other, 7 
matters net much: Sure we are, that both theſe. (Grace afhd 
Glory) are annexed to the ew birth, and both very well.may be 
implyed in this word, thekmpdone of God. | 
Firſt then, if by rhe Kingdom of God is meant the kinzdom of 
Grace, (whereof our Saviour fpeaketh, #e ky1ngzom of God 45 
within you, Luke 17.21, See to what a priviledee the new 124, 
hath atrained ; all the graces of God, all thefruits of rhe Spiric 
are nowFoured into hin : If you ak what graces ? what fruits >: 
Pas! tells you, Gal. 5. 22. Love, joy, peace, long-ſuſfering, gen- 
tleneſſe, cooaneſſe, faith, meekueſſe, temperance : or would you 
have us to contradt them ? Par! doth itelſeryhere, The King- 
dome of God 45--— Tighteanſneſſe, prace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt, 
Rom.14 17. | 
Firſt, Reobreowſneſſe, and that 1s exther atveor paſſive ; ho- 
lineſle of life, or (the cauſe of this holinefle)our +ighreowſueſſe 
12 (, briſt : If the firſt be meant, no ſooner is 9247 born aparn, but 
he enters into the holy path, he declines all evil,and lands at the 
ſwords point :with his b2loved finne ; or if ever any finne 
(through the violence of temptarion) ſeize on him again, he is 
preſently put again:mto the pan2s of the zew birth, and ſo re- 
newing his ſorrow, and repatring repercance, he becomes more : 
reſolute andyratchii:! over all his wayes : Andas he abhors evil, 
ſo he cleaves to ras which ts good ; bus faith like the Sar, ſers all: * 
thoſe eracious hiezvenly Bars on {hining, as hope, and love, aud 
zeal, and hum:lity, anc p-trence; na word, #arverſal obedience, 
and fret fulreſſe in all good works : not one, bur all 550d duties *. 
of the firſt and ſecond Table, becin to be natural and familiar to » { 
mm, and though he fine 15©m2 datics more ditfculc, yer he re- | 
ſolverh, and ffriveth 1o<< whar he can, and is much diſpleaſed _. 
and +. 
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them, yea, although before his converſion he hated and ma- 
liened them, yet now he is raviſhed with the delight and love of 
them, and to this end he labours might and main to inzratiate 
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himſelf into their bleſſed Communion. True, how ſhould he bat 


love them, and ſymparhize with them, whom he believes one 


forever? Nortis thisall, he isat peace with God, he hath hum- 


bled himſelf, and confeſt his fault, and cried for e-cy, and caſt 
himſelf upon Chriſt, and vowed amendment of lite ; ſo thar 
now God, by his Word hath ſpoke peace to his ſoul, by the me- 


diation of Chriſt it is obtained, and by the teſtimony of the 
Spric he feels 1t within him. This is that Peace which paſſeth all 
#nderſt anding ; \t made the Angels fing, Peace upon earth ; 1t 
makes his ſoul reply, Ay peace 15 i» Heaven: what elſe ? The 
form is paſt, and the rain 15 gone away, he that lay for a nizht in 
the darkneſs of ſorrow, and weeping for his fins, now he beholds 
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day to meet in Heaven, and there to enjoy them, and they him 
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the Sun of righteoſneſſe appear (as the Diſciples often did upon 
the Mount of Olives, fenifying peace) all quiet, and calm, 
and pleaſant. Nor is this all, he 1s at peace wit9 himſelfe,] mean 
his own conlicience ; that which before ſttrred up the fire, that 
brouchr him toa fight of fin, and ſenſe of Divine Wrath, that 
filled him with feartul terrors, conpun&tion, remorſe, and true 
ſorrow for fin, it is now turned good and quiet. Sefggos calls it 
a contiznal f:aft, Prov.15.15. Who are he attendants, but the 
holy Angels? what is the chear, but joy :2the holy 5 hoſt ? who 
is the feaſt-maker,but God himſelf, and his good Spirit dwelling 
in him > Nor is this feaſt without Muſick ; Gods Word,and his 
2&ions make a bleſſed harmony,8& he endeavours to continue 1t 
by keeping peace, and a good conſcience towards God and man. 
Thirdly,from thus peace iſfuerh joy :» the holy Ghoſt; no ſooner 
is 2 man at peace with man, with God, with himſelf, but he 
is filled with 107 that no man can take from him ; this joy I take: 
co be thoſe bleſſed ftirrings of the hearr, when the ſeal of re- 
miſſion of ſins is firſt ſer unto the ſoul by the Sprrit of Adoption. 
For thus it is, the ſoul having newly paſled the panzs of the new 
birth, 11s preſently barh'd in the blood of Chriſt, lull'd in the 
boſome of Gods mercies, ſecured by the Spirit of its inheritance 
above ; and ſo ordinanly followes a Sza of confort, a ſenſible 
caſte of everlaſting pleaſures, as if the man had already one foot 
1n Heaven. Burt I hear ſome obje&, They have felt the panos,caſt 
themſelves on Chriſt, reſolved again(t all fin, and yet no com- 
fort comes, It may be ſo, though not ordinarily ; certain it is, 
whoſoever hath this joy, 1s »ew born; yet not every one new boys 
hath this 7oy ; if any then be inſuch caſe, let him hear what the 
Spirit of truth faith, Sizce the beginning of the world men have 
.0t heard, nor percerved by, the ear, neither hath the eye ſeen,O God, 
beſides thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him, 
Ifalah 64.4. Wainting patiently (ſaith a Modern) for the Lords 
coming to comfort us, either in temporal or ſpiritual diftreſſes, v4 © 
r1ght pleaſing and acceptable duty and ſervice unto God, which he 
zs wont to crown with multiplied and overflowing refreſhings when 
he comes, To ts1is end faith the Prophet, They that wait upon 
the Lord, (hall renew their ftrength, they. ſhall mount up with © 
wings as Eagles: they ſhall rin, and nat be weary; and they ſhall © 
walk, and ut faint, 1.40.31, Nay, and ſhould a man de (faith by 
my 
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my Authour) /# this fateiof waiting, if his keart in the mean time 
fncerely hate all fin, heartily thirſt for the mercy of God in (, briſt, 
and reſolve truly upon new univerſal obedience for the time to 
come, ke ſhall certainly be ſaved ; becauſe the holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
Bleſſed are all they that-wait for him, Ta. 30.18. Or if this will 
not ſatisfie his deſire, let his de/ire quicken and ſer bn work (with 
extraordinary fervency ) the ſpirit. of prayer, let him have re- 
courſe again and again unto the promiſes of Scripture rowards 


the poor, heavy-laden, penitent ſouls; and when the time is 


come ( it will come ) which God hath appointed, then ſhall 


he feel this joy unſpeakable, the joy of the holy Ghoſt ; and this 


Ifa, JO, 18.. 


is the head, the height, the top, the higheſt ſtep in this kinzdom 


of grace, the kingdom of God, > 

Or ſecondly, if by the kingdom of God 1s meant the kingdom of 
glory, ſee then what a priviledge waits on the new man; no 
ſooner ſhall his breath & body be divorced, bur his ſoul mount- 
ed on. the wings of Angels, ſhall ſtraight be carried above the 
tarry irmament, there ſhall it mherit che k:;ngdom,Luke 12.32. 


an heavenly kingdom, Mat.7.21. the kingdom of God, AR.14.22. 


and truly called fo, for 'tis a kinzdom of Gods own making, 
beaurifying, and bleſſing ; a kingdom beſeeming the glorious 
reſidence of the Kinz of Kings; a kinzdom creating all 
Kings that but inhabic in ir. Bur here my diſcourſe muſt give 
way tn your meditations : I cannot ſpeak this priviſedee, rhere- 
fore conclude with Auſtin, Anima que amat,aſcendat frequenter, 
& currat per plateas celeſtis Feruſalem, Fc. Mount your medi- 
tations on the wings of faith, and behold in Heaven thoſe ſtates of 
wonder, Patriarchs ſhining, Prophets praiſing, Saints admiring, 
hands clapping, harps warbling, hearts dancing ;. the exerciſe, a 


Luke 12. 32, 
Match, 7. 21, 
AQs 14.23, 


Anguſtins. 


ſoug ; the ditty, Allelujah; the quiriſters, Saints; the conſorts, Au- See more of 
gels,&'c, Inthis fountain of pleaſure, let the »ew-born Chriſt:ay this in my lu 
bathe his ſoul ; for his itis, and he it is onely that ſhall ſee it, en- things. 


Joy it ; Except the man born again, no man ſhall ever ſee the 
kingdom of God, 


Thus far of the privyledges of the new birth ; there waits on it 
the eye of faith, and righteouſneſſe, and peace, and joy in 
the holy Ghoſt ; in a word, the kingdom of grace, and the 
kingdom of glory. 


And: 
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| Matth, 11, 30. 
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And noi ( beloved) ſay, what would you do to obtain theſe 
priviledges ? ſhould any hand reach you a Crown for the pains 
ro take it > ſhould any bur caſt at your feet a bag of gold, and 
you might make ir your own for the toopin2, would you not 
for ſo great a reward do ſo little a ſervice ? and what is $ 2ds ſer- 
vice but perfett freedom? the yoke 15 eaſie, the burden 15 light,” but 
the reward 1s grace, gefory, endleſle feliciry. Beſt:rve then your 
ſelves, and ifever you mean to ſee che Kingdome of God, endea- 
wour to run through this new birth, andto lead a berter life than 
hererofore you have done. Onely remember, Thws wh:leſt the 
Miniſter ſpeaks, ( hriſt comes with power, and therefore he ſpeaks 
and perſwades, I conclude with my ſpeech to thee (whoſoever 
thouart) into whoſe hands this Book 1s fallen : the truth is, 
the work 1s weak, and anſiverable in that-kinde to the Authour 
of 1t : many and many a fiich in my fide, many a pull at my 


 hearr,many a gripe in my Romack (beſides the pangs of my ſoul, 


endeavouring to practice what I have wrir) have I ſuffered and 
felt ſince I firſt begunit ; and yet the comfort I have recerved 
my ſelf in this oze neceſſary thing, hath. made me (contrary to - 
the defires of my beſt friends) to run through this ſhort work, 

by taking a longer time, as my continual diſeaſe would now and 
then ſuffer me, If (whenT am gone) thou reapeſt any ſpiritual 
200d by this my ſurviving pains, it is, next to Gods glory, all my 
defire ; Yet I hve, bur to ſave thy ſoul I care not how ſoon I _ 
might die, yea, on that condition 1 could be willing (if God + 
ſo pleaſed) the lines that thou readeſt were writ with the warm- 7 
eſt blood in my heart : willing ſaid F? yea, I could be willing *. 
and glad (as lictle blood as I have in my body) to ler ic.run and - 
run, for thy ſpiritual good, to the very laſtdrop in my veines. I |. 
Jay no More, Conlider what have ſaid, Except a nan be bori | 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdome of Gad, 6: 


_—_— = Ws £ 
"7 vs 


we we fv 


£2 


49 


TTY 


An appendix, containing a more par- 


ticular Method, for the man not yet bora 
again, to have his part in the ſecond birth, 
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CHAP. -4 
The occaſion and method of this Treatiſe. 


>\{ Ome there are, who hearing the new birth 


ſalvation, bur never feeling in themſelves 
any ſuch change or converſion, have there- 
fore deſired further helps ; though naturally 
they are blind, and wretched, and miſerable, 
and Poor, and naked, vet the Lord hath not left 
them without means and telps : to thispurtpoſe he hath ſet up his 
Ordinances ; not that man of himſelf can diſpoſe himſelf unto 
grace, bur thar the Spirit of Chritm the uſe of the Ordinances 
(without any habitual or ſan&ifying grace in mans heart) can 
diſpoſe of man to the reception of habitual or ſan&ifying grace. 
True 1t 1s, I adviſedthem in the former Treatfe to be frequent 
mm prayer, and hearing of the word : But ſo we have done, fay 
they, and yet we feel no converſion : it may be ſo, for not always 
the doing of them, but perſeverance in them through Chriſt ob- 
cains the bleſſing defired, And yerif they will our of hand ſer- 
te themſelves to the work, (Seeing it is the Lord that ſaith, Break, 
#pthe fallow grounds, Jer.4.3.(1;e.) Seck tothe Lord tobreah them 


for thee: Beinthe uſe of the means, that the Lord may come tn, 


and breakthy heart.) I ſhall, fortheir further ſatisfaQion, give 
them a more particular ethod, and without a Text taken, take 
my lt more hberry to put them in the way. 

Two things I ſu7poſe neceſlary for them that would have 
Patt inthe zew b1rth, | 


I 'L To 


(or firſt repentance) to be {o neceſiary to. 


Jer. 4. 3: 


The new Birth, 


I. To get into 1t. 
by To be delivered of ir. 
1. Examination of themſelves. 
1. The means to ) 2. Confeſſion of their fins. 
et into it, isY3. Hearty prayer for the ſoftening of their 
Bey; - A 
. | > Siohr of fn. | 
By which rhree are obtained brite of divine verach 
the chree firſt eps, . ) ems fot Bos. | 
2. The means to be delivered of it, is by application of the 
Promiſes ; and theſe accordinz to their ſeveral obje&s,pro- 
duce their ſeveral effeRs ; 
CA ſight of Chriſt. 
A defire after Chriſt. 
A relyin2 on Chrift. = 
Somes An obedience to Chriſt. - 1 
A comfort in Chrift, not onely ſought for, but ob-. 
LC tained, if the promiſes be rightly applyed. oo 
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CHAP, II, 
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'The firſt means to get into the new birth, 


FT" He means to get into the ew birth, is firſt Examination; 
and the way to examine, 1s to ſet before men that Chryſial 
glafſe of the Layy for their &ghr and rule : To this purpoſe I have 
here annexed a Cata/ogne,or Table,to ſhew them their offences ; > 
not that I can poſſibly enumerate all ſinnes,bur onely the kinds; . + 
and if herein I come ſhort, yet conſciences awaked may be oc- - |. 
cafioned hereby to brinz into their thoughts thoſe others not | 
mentioned. 
Now then (whoſoever thou art that beoinneſt this bleſſed 
work ) examine thy ſelf by this ( atalogne, but do it warily, and. 
truly;and where thou findeſt thy ſelf ouilty, either nore it in this ©. 
| book, or tranſcribe it into ſome paper, that ſo they may be re. : 
dy for thine eye when thou comeſt to Confeſſion, | 
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Set. 2. 
Sins ag. #nſt the firſt, Commandment, 


N every Commandment we muſt obſerve both the duties re- 
ene of the Commandments ; if inthe firſt thou art guilty, thou 
muſt anſwer nezatively ; if in the ſecond, thou mult anſwer af- 
firmatively : now then to proceed 

Ic is the firft.Commandment, . T how ſhalt have no-otker Gods 
but me. n | a 
: For the duties here required.” 

Say firſt, haſt thou ever in.minde, will, and afteRions;, took 
the true God in Chriſt to be thy God ? Secondly, haſt thou 


abounded in thoſe graces by which thou ſhouldelt cleave unto - 


God, as inthe warmth of knowledge, and love, andffear, and 


joy, . and truſting in God ? Thirdly, haſt thou obſerved Gods - 


mercies, and promiſes,-and works, and judyements upon thee, 


and (by a particular application) took ſpecial notice thereof ? | 


Fourthly, haſt thou communicated with the godly, and joyned 
thy ſelf ro Gods people, and delighted chiefly in them ? 
Or. for the ſins. here forbidden,” 


Say firſt, haſt thou not ſometimes been guilty of blaſphemy; . 
or idolatry, or witchcraft, or atheiſm; or Epicuriſm,-or hereſie ? . 
Secondly, haſt thou not been guilty of pride,a fin-flatly oppoſing . 
God, and firſt committed by devils ? 'Thirdly, haſt thou not had 


quired,and fins forbidden, for boththeſe are implied In every - 


inward : reaſonings that there is zs God, or that he ſeeth not, or py ; G-. 

: 6h : TL. | 
kuowoth not, or that there 1s no profit in his ſervice? Fourthiy, ES 29: 15.- 
haſt thou nor failed to love God, and fear God, and to pur thy Job 21-14. 
whole truſt in God?Fifthly,haſt thou not tr»ſted in man, or fear- J&r-17-5+, 


ed man, Or loved the world, and thereby alienated thy hearr from 
God? Sixthly, haſt rhounot reſorted to witches, or in the firſt 
place ro Phyſicians, and not to the living God ? Seventhly, haſt 


thou not tempted God, andin the'matters of God, . been either | 
cold or lukewarm, or-prepoſterouſly- zealous ? Eightly, haſt | 
thou not aproneneſſe to ſin, - yea to rebel. againſt God in thy . 
whole man? Ninthly, haſt thou not been careleſſe ro perform - 

the inward duties of Gods worſhip in ſincerity and truth ? if in 
theſe thou haſt rranſgreſſed, then haſt thou broken this Com- - 


mandment, T hos. (balt have no goas but me, 
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Mac > 
$125 againſt the ſecond C ommanaun ent. 


T is the ſecond Commandment, T hou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf = 
any graven image. | Reo 
For the duties here required. 

Say firſt, haſt thou ever worſhipped the true God purely ac= 
cording to his will 2 Secondly, haft thou obſerved all thoſe out- 
ward duties of his worſhip, as prayer, and vows, and faſting, 
and meditating, and the reſt ? Thirdly, haſt thou repaired to | 
Gods houſe, obſerved family-duties, received. the Preachers of 
the Goſpel ? 

| +. Or for the ſins here forbidden, 

Fer.9-14. Say firſt, haſt thou not ſomerimes walked after the 1magmati- 
015 f thy own heart, ſerving God out of cuſtom, or (after the 
manner of thy fore-fathers) by will-worſhip and ſuperſtitions? : 

, Secondly, halt thou not commirred :dol-worſhip, conceiving of | 
Godin thy minde, or reſpe&ing hintin thy ſenſe in the like- 

Exod. 23.13, neſle ofa creature ? Thirdly, hattrhou not mentioned the names 

of other gods, exther by way of ſwearing, or apology ? Fourth- 

Efai.49.18. Jy, haſtthou not made an image to likes God to it, or uſed any 
geſture of love and reverence to any ſuch images ? Fifthly, haſt 

Zach.14.17. thou not been carelefle ro worſhip God, to call upon the Lord, ta 

Plal.14.4. recerve Gods Miniſters, or to perform any other of the ourward > 

Matth, 10.14. duties of Gods worſhip ? If in any of theſe rhow haſt tranſgreſ- - 

- ſed, then haſt thou broken this Commandment, Thou ſhalt nit 
make to thy ſelfe any grauen image, * Fs 


Sect. 4. 


Sins againſt the third Commandment. 


T T.is the third Commandnient, Thou (halt not take the Name of 
the Lordthy God in vgin.| 

Th For thY duties here required, x 

Say firſt, haſt thou beeneevera conſtant learner, hearer, and 

doer of Gods Word and Will > Secondly, haſt thou prayed 

with perſeverance,underftanding, and power of the Spirir, wit - 

out doubting or wavering ? Thirdly, haſt thou come prepared) | 

to 
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to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and %erng came, haſt thou 
diſcerued the Lords body ? Fourthly, haſt thou uſed all rhe titles, 
and properties, and works, and ordinances of the Lord 'with 
knowledge, faith, reverence, joy, and {incerity ? _ 

: = #. for the ſus here forbidden: | | 

Say firſt, haſt thou not ſometimes 1n thy talke diſhonoured 
the titles, attributes, religion, Word, people of God, or any thing 
that hath in it the print of his holineſſe > Secondly, haſt thou not 
ſworn or forſworn, or /oved falſe oathes > Thirdly, hait thou not Zach.8.17, 
cauſed the name of religion, or people of God to beevil 
thought of by. thy . ill courſe. of life, or-by commuting ſome 
orolle Gn ? Fourthly, haſt thou not raihly, or unpreparedly, or 
heedleſly read the Word, heard Sermons, received the Sacra- 
ments, or performed any other part of the worſhip of God? 
Fifthly, haſt thou not though or ſpoken blaſphemouſly, or con- 
temptyouſly of God, or of any thing whatſoever pertaining to 
God ?. If in any of theſe thou haſt tranſgreſſed,” rhen haſt thou 
broken this Commandment, Thor ſhalt not take the Name sf the 


Lord thy God in vain. 
Sect. 5. 


. Sts againſt the fourth ( ommandment. ' 


T is the fourth Commandment, Remember that thou kee FRY 
| the Sabbath-day. , keep holy 


For the duties here required, 
Say firſt, haſt thou (according to the equity of this Com- 

mandment) ever obſerved the Lords day, and other dayesand 
times ſer apart for Gods ſervice ? Secondly, haſt thou on thoſe 
dayes reſted from the ſervile works of fin, and reſted and retied 
upon Chriſt for the remiſſicn of fins, and ledan holy and re-. 
Iietous life, that ſo thou mayeſt enter into that ret of heaven ? "SEAL 
Thirdly,haſt thou alwayes prepared thy heart,before thou went- _— 
elt into the: houſe of the Lotd,by meduation of Gods Word ahd 3 4 
Works, by examination and reformation of. thy ways, by prayer, 
thankſgiving, and holy reſolution to carry thy ſeite as in Gods 
preſence, and to hear and obey whatſoever thou ſhould learn 
out of the pure Word of God? Fourthly, haſt thou repaire#ro 
Gods houſe 1n.due time, and ftayedthgybole time of Pigets 

Ci reading, 


ld 
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' xeading, preaching of the Word, ſinging of Pſalms, receiving of |* 
' the Sacraments ? Fitthly, haſtthou performed private religtous 
offices upon the Lords day, to wit, 1» privateprayer and thanks. *: 
giving, in acknowledging thy offences to God, in reconciling thy ſelf 
to thoſe thou haſt offended, or with whom thou art at variance ; 
wiſting the ſick., comforting the affiitted contributing to the neceſſi= |. 
ty of the poor, inſirutting thy children and ſervants End the reſt of * 
thy family) i» the fear and nurture of the Lord ? i 
Or for the ſins here forbidden : | 
Say firſt, haſt thou not' ſometime ſpent the Lords day in idle- - 
neſſe,or in worldly buſineſle,in vanities,or in fin ? Secondly,haft 
thou not omitted publick duties, or cameſt in too late, or went- . 
eſt out too ſoon? -Thirdly, haſt thou not on thoſe dayes ſold 
Nehem, 10.31, P4res, (carried burthens, brought in ſheaves, or wrought in the | 
and 13.15. Harveſt ?-Fourthly, haſt thou not employed thy cattel, or ſer- 
vants, or children, or any other, though thou workeſt nor thy. 
ſelf > Fifthly; hattthou not profaned the Lords day, by needlefle | 
works, words, or thoughts abour thy callinz, or abour thy re- . 
creation ? Sixthly, hath not the ri obſervance of the duties 
of that day been tedious unto thee, ſaying in thine heart, When | 
Ame 3.5 wmwillthe day be gone? If inany of theſe thou halt tranſgrefled, }- 
then haſt thou broken this Commandment, Remember that thou © 
keep holy the Sabbath-day. I 
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Ezck.46.10. 


Sec. 5. | = 

Sins againlt the fifth Commandment, 4 

T is the fifth Commandment, 'Heoronr thy Father and thy ® 
[| 2M, other. - I 
For the duties here required, | S 
Family, EY _ - 

they are ether ineCommon-weal. | 'Z 

| Church. L 


Epheſ 5.10. Hiſt for the Family: Say, if thou att an husband ; 1. Haſt ; 
x Per, 3-7. CRouever loved thy mite, and dealt with her according to kiow: | 
ledge,giving | ononr to her as tothe weaker weſſel, and as being keiri 7 

CET together of the grace of life, that your prayers were not hindred? © 
ne 5: 22:24 Itrhou arta wife 2. Haſt thou ſubmitted to thin owne buſe, © 
4 bard, a; unto the Lord gn every thing > 3, Haſt tho# put on the of- | 
namen | 
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nament of a meek, and quiet fhirit, which is in the ſight of God of 
great price ? If thouart a parent : 4. Haf? thou brought up thy 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 5, Haſt thou 
correfted them, yet nat provoked them by immoderate correttion ? 
6. Haſt thou provided for tkem 1n their callings, or outward 
eſtates ? If thouarta childe : 7. Haſt thou obeyed thy parents, 
and received correttion with ſubmiſſion and reverence? $, HaSt 
thou relieved them in their wants? g, Haſt thou obſerved their 
inſtruftions, and covered their ifirmities ? If thonart a Maſter : 


Epheſ. 6.4. 


2 Tim. 5, $. 
Rom. 1.30. 


Heb.rx 2.9. 


10. Haſt thou entertained & ods ſervants, and given unto thy ſer- ' 


want that which is juſt and equal ? If thou art a ſervant : 11.Haſt 
thou been obedient to thy Maſter according to the fleſh, with fear 
ard trembling, in ſingleneſſe of heart, as unto Chriſt ? Not anſwer- 
ing again, not purloining, but ſhewing all good fiaelity ? | 
Secondly, for the Common-weal ; if thou art a Magiſtrate - 
12. Hatt thou executed juſt lawes ? 13. Haſt thou reformed 
others abuſes, according to the power that 15 in thee > If thou atta 


Prov.rs.t1s. 
Gen. 9.22. 

CRIT: 
Tit, 2, 9;10+ 


Subje& : 14. Haſt thou obeyed the hicher powers in all juſt 


commands? 15. Haſt thou been ſab je unto them, not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake? 

Thirdly, for the Church; Ifthouart a Miniſter ; 16. Haſt 
tnou taught 11 ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon? 17, Hath thy light ſh:- 
n:d before men, that they might ſee thy good works ? I thou art 
an hearer : 18, Haſt thou communicated to them that teach thee 
n all good things ? 19. Haſt thou obeyed them, and prayed for 


Rom.13.5. 


Matth.s. _- 
Gal. 5.6» 
ncb, I 3 T>IT, 


them, and loved them, and followed them, conſidering the end of Ys 


their converſation? @ 
Or for the fas here forbidden. 
And firſt, for the Family: Say, if thou art an husband : 1. Hat 
thou not ſometimes abuſed t y wife, or ſmitten her, or injured 


her, iathoughr, word, or deed ? If thou arta wife: 2. Haſt 


chou not been waſteful,or froward, or idle ? If thouart a parent: 


3. Haſt thou nor been careteſs, eſpecially of thy childrens ſouls? 
If thon art a'child : 4. Halt thounot dſp ſed thy Fathers or nnthers 
1fþ rutions ?$.*Halt thou nor mocked r/:ems, or deſpiſed them, or 
curſed them, or ſmitten them, or ſhamed thems, or 2rieved them?-If 


thouarta maſter : 6. Halt thou not governed thy famyly negli- 
gently > 7. Haftthou not withheld that which is jutahd equalin 
ict, Wages,encouragement?If thou art a ſervant:$.Haſt thou not 


E been 


Prov. 21 19, 


Prov.1$+F- 
' Prov. 30.17- 
and 2.0. 29. 
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been idle, and flothful ? 9g. Haſt thou not ſerved grudginely, 
and not from the heart ? ' ; 
Secondly, for the Common-weal : if thou art a Magiſtrate : 
WIE prov.z8.rs. To-Haltthou not been as a Lion, of 4 Bear, roaring and ranging 
* MAANITIR! Ea 19.1: over tle por people f 1 1. Haſt thou not decr eed nuright e045 ACcrCES? 
M9 TON refbefting the perſons of the poor, or honouring the perſons of th: 
"Pr Ya mighty ? If thou art a Subje& : 12. Haſt thou not reviled rhe 
Kod. ng gods, or curſed the Ruler of thy people ? 13. Haſt thou not diſs-. 
Rom.13.1,7. beyed the higher powers, or not denyed tribate. or cuſtom, or honour, 
or fear to whom they are aue ? Hy 
Thirdly, for the Church ; if thouart a Miniſter - 14, Haſt, 
Jerem: 23. 11. thounot been prophane and wicked i thy life and converſation ? 
Ic. Haſt thou not.run before thou waſt ſent.? or being ſent, haft 
x. Tim.4.14. thou not been-»eg/:gent :n the gift that 1s. in thee ? 16. Haſt thou. 
Jerem 23.13- not propheſied in Baal, and canſed Gods people.to erre ? 19, Haſt 
thou not committed ſimony, Or ſought /2d:retHy for the fleece,not 
regarding reſpe&ively-he flock? 18. Haſt thou not ftrengthen- 
ed the hands of evil doers,, in preaching peace.to wicked men ? 
Jerem.z3.14- 19. Haſt thou xt given heed to fables (or to ſome wrprofitable 
; matter) rather than to a godly edif yiug which 1s 12 faith ? If thou 
1 Tm-14: art anhearer: 20. Haſt thou not reſiſted the Miniſter, and the 
Sd 56 Word preached by him ?. Whatſoever thou art, hiwsbard, or wife, 
Heb. 13.7179. or parent, or childe, or maſter, or ſervant, or Magiſtrate, or Sub- - 
18, ett, or Miniſter, or hearer, if in any of theſe thouhaſt tranſ- 


orefled, then haſt thou broke this Commandment, Honenr thy. | 
father and thy mother. 


: Sect; .- 
Sinnes again#? the ſixth Commandment, 


þ is the ſth Commandmen t, Then ſhalt do 18 mwrader. 


For the duties here required. 
Say.: Haſt thou ever deſired and ſtudied by all: meanes: 


lawful, to preſerve thine own. perſon, and the perſon of thy © 
neighbour 2 : 


; Or- for the ſins her. {arbrddes. 1 
Say : 1.” Haſt thou-not ſome:1mes envied others for thell | 
Gerna®1gs wealth, or for their gifts » Or. ior their reſpetts with others? . 
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2, Haſt thou not offended others in geſtures, ,gnaſhing on thews 
with thy teefh,or ſharpening thin: eyes on them? 3.Haſt thou not of- 
fended others in words, by cenſuring, or revilizg, or rendring 
evil for evil, or railing for railing ? 4, Haſt thou not offended 
others in deeds, plotting againſt the juſt, or doing evil to any 
man ? 5. Haſt thou not been angry with thy brother without 
cauſe, or continued long in anger, keep:ng thy wrath (as it were) 


for ever ? 6. Haſt thou not rejoyced at others fall, or wiſheda 


cxrſe totheir ſouls? 7. Haſt thou nor done evil to thy ſelfe, 
by inordinate frerring,or grieving, or drinking, or ſurferting, or 
ſaying in thy paſſions, World God I wore dead ? 8, Haſt thou 
not been 4 nes of diſcord, or ſome way or other,a juſt occafion 
of the diſcomfort, or of the death of thy neighbour 2 If in any 
of theſe thou haſt tranſgreſſed, thou haſt then broken thts Com- 
mandment, T hou ſhalt do no murther. 


SeR. 8. 


Sins againſt the ſeventh Commandment. 


þ is the ſeventh Commandment, Thou ſhalt not commit 
adpltery. = 
For the duties here required. -Y 

Say : Haſt thou ever kept thy ſelf pure in ſoul and body, both 
towards thy ſelfand others ? 

Or for the ſins here forbidden, 

Say : Haſt thou not ſometimes been defiled with buggery, 
Sodomitry, inceſt, whoredom, adultery, Polygamy, ſelf-polluti- 
on, or with changing the natural uſe 1nto that which 1s againſt 
nattre 2 2, Haſt thou not offended in the occaſions of unclean- 
nelle, as in idlenefſle, 2lurrony, drunkennefſe, wanton company, 
whoriſh attire, or perfumes? 3. Haſt thounort ſinned in thy 
ſenſes, or geſtures, or words, by filthy communication proceeding 
out of thy mouth ? 4. Halt thou not harboured in thy heart burn- 
Ing luſts, :mpere thoughts, inordinate affeftions ? 5. Halt thou 
not behaved thy ſelf immodeftly, unſoberly, or ſhameleſly abu- 
{ng thy body, or ufing ſome manner of dalliance and wanton- 
neſle ? Ifin any of theſe thou haſt tranſzrefled, then haſt thoa 


broken this Command ment, T how ſhalt not commit adultery. 


"Ez Sea.g. 


Numb, * & © 29, 


Gen. z7. 11. 

Job I6,9. 

x Pet, Je 9, 

Plal. 37.12. 

Marth 6,22. 
MOS2, xx. 


Prov.24.1 7 
Job 31.30. 


Numb. I4,2. 
Prov.6.14. 


Rora. 1.25, 


— 


Prov. 7.16,17» 
Col.z.8. 


Matth. 5.28, 
Colas; 


ds hs a p_ eo —_ o = 
- —_— - = PR beſſe— = <= 0o4er - - 
I Its IO eo I rn oy en = C—_— RESINS Up —_—_ - 
w_ NR - — $5 - m—_ 
. _— = —_— = T a - 
—_—_——_ —— _— 


The new Birth, 


Rev.22.15. 
Jer. 20.10. 


rl 3$Nt, 7} *F 4 > , 
P roy. 24, 24. , 


Sec. 9. 
Sins againſt th: erghth C ommanament. 


T is the eighth Commandment, 7 hou ſhalt not ſteal, 
|| | For the duties kere required, | 

Say : Haſt thouever, by all good means, furthered the out- 
ward eſtate of thy ſelf and of thy neighbour ? 

Or for the fins here forbidden. 

Say: Firſt, haft thou not ſometimes got thy Iiving by an 
unlawful calling ? Secondly, haſt thou not 1mpoveryſht thy ſelfe 
by idleneſſe, luxurious or unneceflary expences ? Thirdly, haſt | 
thou not withheld from thy ſelf, or others, that which ſhould 
have been expended ? Fourthly, haſt rhou not gotten, or kept 
thy neighbours goods by falſhood, or force, and made no reſii- 
rution ? Fifthly, haſt thon not ſtollen by uſury, or oppreſſion, of 
fraud in buying or ſelling ?. an abomination unto the Lord! 
Sixthty, haſt thou not robbed God of his tithes and offerings by 
facrikedge or fimoeny ? Seventhly, haſt thou not ſome way or o- | 
ther unpaired thy neighbours Rate ? IF-in any of theſe thou haſt - 
tranſorefled, then haſt thou broken this Commandment,.. 7 bw 
ſhalt not fleal. | 


SeR. 10. 


Sins a gainft theniith C ommanament, 
T is the ninth Commandment, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit- 


zeſſe. 
For the duties here required. 


Say : Haſt thou ever by all means ſought to maintain thy own © 
and thy neighbours good name, accordinz to truth and a good | 


conicience * 
| ; Or for the fins here forbidden. | 
Say : Firſt, haſt thou not ſometimes loved (or made) a lie? 
Secondly, haſt thou not raiſed a falſe report, tothe defaming of | 
many ? Thirdly, haſt thou not ceſured or judged others, yet never | 
nenfedered the beam tht is in thize own ey; ? Fourthly, haſt thou 
ner flattered thy ſelf and others, ſzy:ug ants the wicked, Thos art - 
righteous ? Fifchy, halt thou not condemned ſome without _ | 

nelic. 
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thou broke this Commandment. Thos ſhalt not cover. 
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_ neſle, or forborn to witneſle for others when thou kneweſt the 


truth? Sixthly, haſt thou nor been uncharitably ſuſpicious, or 
a deſpiſer of thy nerghbour ? Seventhly, haſt thou not told a lie, 
whether jeſtingly, or oftictouſly, or pernictouſly > 1: in any of 
theſe thou haſt tranſgrefled, rhen haſt thou broke this Com- 
mandment, T ho# ſhalt not bear falſe witneſſe, 


Set. II. 
Sins againſt the laſk Commandment. 


þÞ 1s the laſt Commandment, T hen ſhalt not covet.) 
For tle duties here required. 
- Say, Firſt, haſt thou ever been truly contented with thy own 
outward condition > Secondly, haſt thou rejoyced at others 
cood, and loved thy nerghbonr as thy ſelf ? 
Or for the ſins here forbidden. ; 

Say, firſt, haſt thou not ſometimes conceived ev:/choughts 17 
thy heart ? Secondly, haſt thou not delighted in the inward con- 
remplations of evil > Thirdly, haſt thou not been full of diſcon- 
rent with thy own condition and fate > Fourthly, haſt thou 
not felt another law of thy m:mbers warring against the law of thy 
mind ? Fifthly, haſt thou not coveted after ſomerhing or other 
chat was thy neighbours, either with will, or by a&tual concu- 
piſcence? If in any of thele thou halt tranſereſſed, then haſt 


—_— 
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CHAP. III. 


The ſecond means 'to get into the new birth. 


A Frer ex«mization, (which may well ſerve thee for one dayes 


thee of. any other) which thou knowelt thou haſt committed, 
andnoted, either in this book, or in ſo:1< oiher paper ; and 
kneeling on thy knees, ſpread thy Catalogue b<tore the Lord, I 
ſay, ſpread thy Catalogue before the Lord, as 7 -:hi.h did his 
letter ; there read thou ſeriouſly, and particulariy, ſaying, O 
Lord, 1 confeſſe Ihave committed this: ſin, and tive other ſin 198 

| = they 


Mat, 15.19: 


Mat. 19. 19. 


Rom, 7. 29, 


A work or two) the next duty is "o-feſſi9v. Now then take 
the Catalogue of thoſe fins (or if thy awaked conſcience can tell 


2 King, rg, 14+ 


a te ns 
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they are before thee in order] of all theſe ins I am gmilty, eſpect- 
ally of thoſe ſins wherein I delighted, my darling ', my minions, my 
boſom-ſins, [take notice of them, and confeſle them again| of 
all theſe ſins I am guilty ; And zow, O Lord, Standing ( as it were) 
at the bar of thy tribunal, I arraigs my ſelf, and accuſe my ſelf and 
71doe my ſclf worthy of the utmoſt of thy wrath @ indignation ; for 
one ſin thou caſiedſt Adam ont of Paradiſe, for one ſin thoucaſteaſt 
the Ange's o:t of hear en,for one ſin thou deſtroyealt a world of men, 
nd what tl ea ſhall become of me, that have commuted a world of 
fins? — | Here pauſe a while,and medicare on thy unworthineſs,] 
O that T ſhonld be ſo foolifh, ſo brnitiſh, ſo mad to commit theſe ſins, 
theſe manifold ſins ! O that by theſe ſins I ſhould break, ſo holy a 
WV: law, provoke ſo good and great a Majeſty | What ſhall I do, but re- 
WII Exck. 36. 311 merbring my evil wayes, even loath my ſelf in my own ſight (yea 
1 abbor my ſelf in du5t and aſhes) for my in quittes and my abom1na- 
tions? &Fe,—PFor concluſion, thou mayeſt imitate the Publican, 

who not darinz to /ift up --#5 eyes, ſmote his breft : ſo dothou, 
Luke 18, 13. and ſigh, and ſay with him, O God be mere ful to me a ſinner, 


Leng 


CHAP. IV, 
+608, x. 
The third means to get into the new birth, 


Frer ( orfeſſion (which may well ſerve thee for atiother 
- £ A dayes work) the next duty thou muſt labour for, is to ſeek 
for true ſorrow and mourning for thy fins: Seek.thou muſt, and 
never leave ſeeking,till thou teel thy heart melt within thee.” To: 
this purpoſe read ſome Tracts of death, of judgement, of hell, 
of Chriſts paſſion, of the joyes of heaven: Laſt of all (and I rake 
it belt of all) reſolve to ſet every day ſome time a part to beg it of 
the Lord - When Daziel ſer himſelf to pray, the Lord came in 
to him, Daz. g. 3. When Peter had gone apart to pray ; and 
when Paul had prayed in the Temple, then the Lord came into 
them, Ats 10. 5. and 22. 17, And why may not I bid thee pray, 
as well as Peter bid $1164 Magus, yet being in the gall of but- 
terneſſe, and boud of miquity ? Ags $..22, 23, Reſolve then, 
and ar the time appointed fall down on thy knees, ſpread thy 
Catalogue, confeſle, accuſe, judge, condemn thy ſelf again; 
- wkuch.done, beg, beg ofthe Lord to give thee thar ſoft heart he 
promiſed 


<—_ 
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promiſed, *Ezek, 36.26. A new heart will I grve 
you,and anew ſpirit will Tput within you, and 1 will 
take away the ſtony heart ont of your fleſh,and 1 w:1l 
give you an heart of fleſh, Say then to thy ſelf, 7s 
this the Lords promiſe ? O Lord, perform ut to my 
Leart;take away my ſtony heart, give me an heart of 
fleſh,a new heart,a new ſpir:t,&c,—--|Here make 
thine own prayer, be not careful of words, only 
let the words be the true voice of thy heart :] 
and the more to, work ſoftening, thou mayelt 
ſob, and ſi-h, and bear thy breſt, above all thou 
muſt pray, and call, and cry with vehemency and 
fervency not to be uttered. 
done, if the Lord do not yet hear thee, pray 
again the next day, and'the next day, yea put on 
this reſolurion, that thou wilt never leave pray- 
ing till the Lord hear thee in mercy, till he 
make thee to feel thy heart met within thee, 
yea, (ifit may be) till thou ſceſt thy * rears tr. ch- 
{ing down thy checks, becauſe of thy offences. The 


When thou haſt 


* The promiſes of Ferem. 
31.33. Heb.f.10, Hoſe. 2.23. 
H0{-14.4. Iſai 65.4. areablo- 
lute promiſes, which are made 
not only to them that be for 
the preſent his people, but to 
them chat for the preſcnt are 
not : which 1. Raifeth up the 
foul of an helpleſſe finner ro 
ſome hope (at leaſt) of mercy 
and help from the Lord. 
And 2, They erve to create, 
and draw out faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt in the promiſes; it is 
obſerved, that no conditional 
j romiſe firſtly begets faith 3 
for he that is under a conditi- 
on, is preſuppoled to hare 
faith; inthe tirſt place there- 
fore look on the abſolute pro- 
miles, Exck. 36.29. 

* Mt hoc modo coufringas c4- 
pita draconum tuorum in a7uis. 


Lord will (perhaps) hear thee at the firſt time, or at the ſecond 
time; or if he do nor, be nor diſcouraged, God hath his 
times ; Moſes (mote the Rock at Horcb twice before it would 


_ yeild, Numb. 20. 11. andat laſt it ſent out abundant Rireames of 


living waters ; God ſpeaketh once and rice, and man percei- 
veth not; happy he who relenteth ar laſt : give it not over, per- 
fiſt raou, thy ſuit is juſt, and importunity will prevail ; yea, I 
can ſay, Thy aeſ're to ſorrow being reſolxie, it is ad:gree of godly 
ſorrow ut ſelf, and no doubt the Lerd will encreaſe ir, if thou 
bego'it hard awhile. 


SeQ, 2. The firſt reaſoa for this ſorrow. 
"T" His muſt be done; Firſt, becauſe with oxt pargs no birth: The 
k pangs of apenttent man ae 4 the pangs of a woman : NOW as 
there can be no birth without pains of travel coins before,ſonei- 
ther rue repentance without ſome terrors of the law,& (traits of 
conſcience, Ye have not rcceived the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, 


ſaith the Apoſtle to the Romanes; & what is that? but ro ſhew us, Rom.s. 15. 


they once did receive it;when?but in the very firſt preparation to 
E 4 CON- 


Quid ſunt do-- 


lores parturicn- 
ti-, nift dolores 
Znitentise 

Aug.inPſal.48 
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converſion : then it was that the Spirit. of God 1n the law did fo 


yroung>—_—_— 


bear witneſſe unto them of their boxdage, that it made them tro 
fear, And certainly thus it is with every man n his firſt conyer- 
fion, his contrition muſt be compungent, ana vehement, brui- 
ſinz, breaking, renting the heart, and feeling the throws (as a 
woman labouring of childe) before there can be a zew birth, or 
the new creature be brouthr forth. 
Sect. 3. The ſecond reaſon for this ſorrow, 
Gain, without contrition no Chris ; therefore it was that 
ll, FOOL God firſt opened the eyes of our fir{t parents, to make 
WER Gen. 3-715. them ſee, and be ſeniible of their fin and miſery, Gez. 3. 7, be- 
NO ONING: Chryſoft-in 6.3. tore he promiſed Chriit,verſ. 15.Therefore 1t was that foha Bap- 
PRIN Maub, bom-11. tiſt (ſaith Chryfoftome ) first t/.rougi:ly frighted the minds of his 
Jil | j ; h arers with the terror of j#@gment,anad expettation of torment,and 
with the name of an axe, and ther rejettiny, and entertainment of 
other children, and by doabling the puniſhment, to wit, of being 
hewn down, aid caſt into the fire ; and when le had tii'us every way 
tamed, and taken down their ſtubbornneſſe, then at length he makes 
TER  mentionof ( briſt, Why, then is Chriſt ſeaf onably revealed (faith 
WIR 2fuſcul.in Mat. Muſculas)whken the hearts of men being ſoundly pierced by preach- 
MALITW c 3- Seft. Tune: ing repentance, are poſſeſſed with a deſire of his gracins v1 ghteouſ- 
[IE <ccedis Feſus zeſſe. Or if you will, hear Calvin,To whom is Chriſt prom ſed, but 
VERO Galvin in Eſa . GD ; 
ann 5. to them alone who are humbled and confounded with the ſenſe of 
-_ their own ſins ? Certainly, the firit thing that drawes to Chriſt, 
' 15 to conſider our miſerable eſtate without him ; No man will. 
come to Chriſt except he be hungry ; no man will take Chriſts 
yoke upon him, till hz come to knozy and feel the weizht of Sa- 
tans yoke ; to this end therefore muſt every man be broken with - 
threats and ſcourges, and laſhes of conſcience, that ſo deſpair- 
ing of himſelf he may flie unto Chriſt, 


Se&. 4. .The third reaſon for this ſorrow. 


. Gain, without hearty ſorrow, no ſpiritual comfort, We muſt 
firſt be humbled before the Lord, and then he will lift us up. 
Chriſt indeed was anointed to preach good ridings, but to 
whom ? to the poor, to the broken-hearted, to the captives, to them 
that are bound, tothe bruiſed, Eſay 61,11, God pours not the 
Gil of his mezcy ſaye lntoa broken veſſel ; God never comforts 


throughly,.. 


Jam. 4. 19. 


 Efay 61, x1, 
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throughly, ſave where he f:nds humiliation and repentance for 

ſin. 7 be Word of God ({aith one) hath three degre2s of operation in Forberon Re- 
- the hearts of his choſen : Firſt, it falleth to mens ears as the ſound WC. 4. 

of many waters, a mighty, great, and confuſed ſound, and which 

commonly briugeth neither t-rror nor joy, but yet a wonatring, and 
acknowledgem:nt of a ſtrauge.ſorce, and more than humane power ; 

this #s that which many felt, hearing Chriſt, when they were aſto- 

iſhed at his doftrine, as teaching with authorit 'y 3 what m aver of Mar,1.22,29, 
dofrine is this? Never m:# ſpake like this man, The next effet} Luke 4: 32. 
xs the voice of thunder, which bringeth not onely wonder, but fear Jonn 7. 46, 
alſo; nat only filleth the ears with ſound,and the heart with aſtoni(k- 

ment, but.morexver ſhaketh and terrifieth the conſcience. The third 

effeit is the ſound of harping, while the Word not on:ly rav.ſheth 

with admiration, and ftriketh the Conſcience with terror, but alſo 

laſtly, filleth it with ſweet peace and joy, Now albeit the two firſt de- 

grees may be without the laſt, yet none feel the laſt, who have not 1n 

ſome degree felt both the firſt. He ſaith true, 1m fome degreegthough 

commonly the deeper is the ſenſe of miſery, the ſyeeter 1s the 

ſence of mercy, In our dead ſecurity before converſion (ſaith ano- 

ther) God 1s fan to let the law, fin, conſcience,Satan, a deep ſenſe of Bultons inftru- 
our abominable and curſed ſtate looſe upon us, and tokindle the very Eions for af= 
fire of hell in our ſouls, that ſo we might be rouzed, and afterward flicted conſci-- 
more ſweetly and ſoundly raiſed and refreſhed ; for after the moſt < 
toilſome labour is the ſweete$t ſleep, after the greateſt tempeſt the 

ſtilleſt calmes ; ſaultified troubles and terrors eſtabliſh the ſureſt 

peace, and the ſhaking of theſe winds makes the trees of G ods Eden 

take the better rooting. Spiritually there is never a perfett calme 

but after a tempeſt ; the winae, and earthquake, and fire make way 1 Kings 191: 
for the ſoft voice, | 


mon. 
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CHAP V- 
"YER I, | | 
The means to be delivered out of the pangs of the new birth. 


. Nd now if (by Gods bleſſing) thoufeeleſt this ſorrow and. 
melting of heart, the next thing thou muſt do, is to ſeek for. 
the remedy, which remedy contiſts of theſe ingredients : Fir, - 
A ſight of Chriſt, Secondly, A deſire afterChrist,Thirdly, A rety- - 
7g on (, brift, Fourthly, Ar obedienceto Chrift, Fifthly, A com- - 


fort . 
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fort in C brit ought for and obtained. Thou wilt ſay, Theſe Ingre- 


dients are pearls indeed, bur how ſhould I obrain them >? I an- 
ſwer, By application of the promiſes ; and fith every ingrectent 
hath its particular promiſes, I ſhall ler thee ſee them 1n order, 
onely do thou apply them thy ſelf; it 15 enough for the Phyfictan 
ro prepare the medicine, thy own body inult receive it ; ſo in 
this medicine it 1s, thou mult apply 1t 1f thou wilt have ſouls 
health. — Some may obje&, 1 dare not look to the promiſe, 
I cannot believe ; if I conld believe, rhen I could expect good 
from the promiſe, — I anſiver, Thou ſhalt never believe upon 
theſe termes, thou mult not firſt have faith, then go to the pro- 
miſe; but thou muſt firlt go to tne promiſe, and from thence re- 
ceive power to believe: The dead (faith Chriſt) call hear the woice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear it ſhall live, Joh. 5. 25. it is 
ſpoken of the dead in (in ; fir}t, there 1s the voice of Chrilt to 
the ſoul, before there can be acain an eccho of the ſoul to Chriſt; 
the Lord ſaith, Come, ſoul, and the ſoul ſauh, Icome, Lord : O 
then, goto the promiſe, and expect faith from thence ; this is 
the rule, / mt not bring faith tothe prom:ſe, but receive faith 


from it, and therefore there will I hang,aud wait till the Lord pleaſe 
ro work tt, 


SeR. 2. The promiſes procuring 4 (ight of C brist. 
He firſt ſtep, or zagredient that brings comfort to thy hea- 
vie ſoul, 1s te /ight of Chri5t : and to procure this ſight, 


thou haſt theſe promutes : 


Marth. 1.21. Thou ſhalt call his Name feſus, for he (tall ſave 
hss people from their fins, 

Luke 2. 10, 11. Behold, I bring you cood tidings of preat joy, 
that ( all be to all people, that 1s, that unto you is bora this day in the 
city of David a Saviear, which is Chriſt tle Lord. 

John 1.29. Behold,the Lomb of God which taheth away the ſins 
of tl eworld. ; 

John 2. 15, God ſo loved tle world, that he gave his only begot- 
ea S on, to the ena that all that believe in him ſhould mot peri(, bat 
hav l-fe everlaſting. 

John 3.17.6od ſent wot his Son tuto the world that he (Lonld con- 
aem the world, but that the world through him might be ſaved. 


Rom. 3.25. God hath ſet forth Chriſt Feſus to be a reconciliation 
through faith in his blood. 1 Cot. 


0 


"i. 
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righteouſneſſe, and ſantlification, and r:demption. 
I Tim.1.15. This is atrae ſaying, ana Þ) all means worthy to be 
received, that ( hriſt Feſas came into the world to ſave {inners, 


Heb. 13.12. Jeſus, that ke might ſavthifie the people with his 


own blood, ſuffered without the gate. 


1 John 2. 1, 2. If any fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, and he 1s the propit ation for our 


ſins, and not for us oxely, but alſo for the fins of the whole world. 


Rev. 5. 8. Thou waſt killed, and haſt redeem:d us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, 

All theſe tell thee, that as thou art a ſinner, ſo thou haſt a Sa- 
viour ; onely do thou apply them, and certainly they will help 
thee inthe firſt tep, the firſt ingredient of this remedy to thy 
miſery, to wit, the ſight of Chriſt. 

Se&. 3. The promiſes procuring a deſire after Chriſt, 

"0 mayeſt ſay, 1 ſee Chriſt, and I ſee that his perſon, and 
& death,and blood-ſhed are precious and ſaving; but how may 

I make him mine? how may I know that he 1s my Saviour? I an- 

ſwer, Thou muſt hnnger &@ thirſt after h1m;this deſrre 18 the ſecond 

ftep:and to proyok? thee to this duty,conſider of theſe promiſes: 

Elay 55.1. Ho, every ore that thirſteth, come ye tothe waters, 
and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea com?, buy wine 
and milk without money, and without price. 

Mat. 5.6. Bleſſed are they which hanger and thirft after righte- 
onſneſſe, for they ſhall be filled, 

John 7. 37,38. [= the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus 
ſtood and cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt let hinz come unto me and 
drink; he that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, ont of 
hs belly ſhall flow rivers of living water, 

p Rev.21.5. 1 will give to him that is athirſt, of the water of life 
reely, - | | 
 Rev.22.17. Let him that is athirſt come,and whoſoever will, le 

him take the water of life freely. 

| Pial.62.1, O God thou art my God early will I ſeek thee + my ſoul 

chirfteth for thee,my fleſh loageth greatly after thee,in a barren and 

dry land without water, 

Plal. 145. 19. He will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him. 

All theſe may provoke thee to thirſt after Chriſt, that moſt 

ſovereign, 


I Cor. t. 30. Chriſt Feſt; of God is made unto 1s wiſdom, and 
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ſovereign, andſoul-ſaving fountain, open:d to the houſe of David, 


and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem for /inne, and for ancl:anneſſe, 
Zach. 13. I. | 


SeR. 4. The promiſes procuring a relying on Chriſt. 
Et thou mayelt ſay, I thirſt indeed, bur I dare not drink ; 7 
de/ire,but I dare nor come near,to /ay hold on Chriſt: How 
ſo? I am (fayeſt thou) a moFt wile anworthy wicked wretch,and my 
fins are of a ſcarlet,crimfon die; True 1t 15,for thee to pretend patt 
in Chrif&, wallowing yet in thy fins ; for thee to beheve that 
Chriſt is thy righteouſneſle, purpoſing yer to go on in the pra- 
Aice, or allowance of any one known {n, it were a molt curſed 
horrible preſumption indeed; but where all fin 1s a burrhen, eve- 
ry promiſe as a world of gold, and the heart ſincere for a new 
way,there a man may be bold : A man may? yes,he mult ; if thou 
oroaneſt under fin, if thou longeſt after Chriſt, apply theſe pro- 
miſes, and rhey-will force thee to lay hold upon the Rock, to 
take Chriſt for thine own, to throw thy tinful ſoul upon the 
bleeding wounds of Jeſus, and to caſt thy ſelf with confidence 
into the boſome of his love. 
Firſt then, Take norice (faith a Modern) that Jeſus ( brift 
keeps open houſe for all hungry and thriſty ſouls, 
R 


ev. 22. 17, Let him that 15 a thirſt come, and whoſoever-will, 


LOR 


let him take the water of life free, Or if open houſe will not fit | 


without invitation, hear him call ; — 


Mactth. 12, 28. Come unto m: all ye that labour, and are-heavy- 
laden, and 7 will give youreſt, Or if invitation will not fit with- | 


out proclamation, hear him proclaim : -—- 
John 7.37. Zeſus Rood anderied, ( aymg, If any man thirſt let 
11 come usto me and drink : he that beli2veth on me, out of his 


belly ſhall flow r1vers of water, Or leſt thou ſhoulceſt think thou 
mult cometo thy coſt, and bring ſomewhat in thy hand, heat 
how he doubles and trebles his cry to the contrary : — 


Iſai. 55. 1. Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, 


and hethat hath no money, come y*, bu 'y and eat, yea come, buy wint © 


and mk withont mon'y, and without price. An] yet le{t thou {y, 
Lam ſo far from bringinz any thing in my hand, thar I brinz 
world of wickedneſle in my heart, and my finsI fear will hit- | 
der my acceptation ; No (faith he again :)—— s 


Iſa, 5 F . 
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Ifa. 55. 7. Let the wicked forſaks his way, and the anrighteous 
man hts thoughts, (and this 1s thy deſire, thy caſe) and let him re- 
tern unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and t9 our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon, Or if all this will not do 
without a more ſolemn invitation, ſee then how the Lord of 
heaven ſends forth his Ambaſſadours to move rhee, and entreat 
thee to come in ;— 

2Cor.5.20.Now then we are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt,as theugh 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you iu (, briſts ſtead be ye recon- 
ciled unto God, Or if he cannot wooe thee, lo, he commands 
thee: — 

1 John 3.23. «And this i the Commandment, that we ſhould bs- 
lieve on the Name of his Son Jeſws Chriſt, Oryet to drive thee to 
Chriſt, he not only commands, but threatens : — 

Heb.3.18. And to whom ſware he that they ſhould net enter into 
hw reſt, but to them that believed not ? 

And what can he do more unto his Vineyard ? Firſt, (to bid 
thee welcom) he keeps open houſe. Secondly,he invites. Third- 
ly, be proclaims, Fourthly, he calls thee ſans-fee, without mo- 
ney, or money-worth. Fifthly, he apologrzeth. Sixthly,he ſend- 
eth. Seventhly,he commandeth. Eighthly,he threatneth. Hear 
what mine Authour concludes from theſe premiſles : How crue/ 
then is that man to his own wounded conſcience, who in his extreame 
ſpiritual thirſt will not be drawn by this eightk-fold merciful cord, 
to drink h1s fill of the fountain of the water of life,tocaſt himſelf with 
confidence and comfort into the arms of the Lord feſus * —Tea, 
how ts it poſſible, but that all, or ſome of theſe, ſhould bring in every 
broken Feart to believe, and every one that is weary of his ſins, to 
relie upon the Lord of life for everla5tiag welfare ? 

Sea. 5. Thepromiſes procurtig obedience to C hriſt, : 
A Nd yet thou mayeſt ſay, / have caſt my ſelfe on (, briſt, is 
this all I muſt do ? No, there is yet another ſtep; he 1s not 
only to be thy Saviour, but thy husband; thou muſt love him, and 
ſerve him, and honour him,and obey him; thou muſt endeavour 
not only for pardon of fin, and ſalvation from hell, but for pu- 
rity, new obedience, ability to do or ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, 
And to provoke theeto this duty, conſider of theſe texts: _ 
Jer.31,33.But this ſhall be the Covenant that I will make with 


the boufe of Iſrael : After thoſe dayes ſaith the. Lord, I will put my 
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 lawintheir inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and I will be 


their God, and they (hall be my people, See the ſame promiſe in 


Heb.$.10. Heb.10.16. 


Matth. 7. 21. Not every one that ſaith Lora, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father 
which 15 in heaven, X 

Matth.11.29. Taktmy yoke #pon you, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye (hall finde re$t wnto your ſouls, 

Matth.16.24, If any man will follow me, let him take up hrs 
croſſe and follow me. Sat. 

2 Cor. 5. 15. He died for all, that they which live, ſhoukd not 
henceforth live uns themſelves, but unto him which dyed for them. 

2 Cor. 5.17. 1f any man be in (, hrift,, let hizs be a new creature: 
old things are paſſed, behold, all things are become new. 

1] oh 1.6, 7. If weſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and 
walk in darkneſſe, we lie, and do not the truth, But if we walk tn the 
light, as he inthe light, we have fellowſhip one with another ; and 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all ſin. 

1 John 2.5,6. He that keepeth his word.in him verily ts the love 
of God perfefted: Hereby know we that we are in him. He that ſaith, 
he abideth-in hn, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk even as he walked, 

x John 3.6,9. Wheſoever abideth in hins ſinneth not. — Whoſe- 
ever 1s born of God, doth bt commit ſin, for his ſeed remaineth in 
him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of J od. 

x John 3. 24. He that keepeth his ( ommandments, dwelleth in 
him : and hereby we know that he abideth inus,by the Spirit which 
be hath given us, . 

1 John 5. 18. Weknow that whoſoever 1s born of God, Faneth 
not : but he that is bepatten of God, keepeth himſelf, and that wicked 


one toucketh him not. 


All rheſe may invite thee to enter into the holy path, and to 


tight under Chriſts banner againſt the world, the fleſh, and the 
Devil, unto thy lives end. 


- $2.6. 
T he promiſes procuring comfort in Chriſt. 


Nee Fa 7. aw ſay, 1 have bcen truly humbled with 
the ſenſe of ſin, and ſenſe of miſery, and ſorrow for. ſin; yea 
Thav: ſen, ah foi Fory and relied, and purpoſed ne al obt- 
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dience to my Saviour, and yet no comfort comes : Wt ay oe {© 

Gut haſt thou praiſed God for this work of wonder, the ew 

birth wrought in thee ? Ifſo, then 1s there another duty expe&- 

ed from thee, ri. ht precious and plealing unto God, and that is 

waiting : yet I could with thee to addrefſe thy ſelf to theſe pre- 

cious promiſes : ſertle thy ſoul on them with fixed meditation and 

he fervent prayer,and where thou perceiveſt the condztion of the pro- 

miſes to be by Gods grace formed in thee, thou mayet! ſately 

aflure thy ſelf of f8 much favour as 1s expreſly contained in the 
promiſes. 

Levir. 26. 40, 41, 42, 44+ If they ſball confeſſe their iniquity, 
— If their uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, —-T hen will T re- 
member my Covenant, —that I might be their God, Tamthe 
Lord: the condition is to confeſſe and be humbled ; and this if 
ttiou doeſt, the Covenant 1s ſure, the Lord u thy God, 

Job 33. 27, 28. If any ſay, 1 have ſinned, and perverted that 
which us right, and it profited me not ; he will deliver his ſoul from 
going into the pit, axd bi; life ſhall ſte the ight . The condition Is, 

 MJſf anyſay, 1 have finned, ifthy heart ſay thus in fincerity and 
«1 truth,the promiſe is ſure, G 9d will deliver thy ſoulfrom hell, and 
' thou ſhalt ſee the light of heaven. 

Pal. 51.17. eA broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
»et deſpiſe. The condition 1s, a broken and a contrite heart for 
- fin; and if thy heart be thus, be ſure God w1ll not deffiſe it. 

, 2 Prov. 28. 13, Whoſoever confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins, ſhall © 
have mercy. The condition is,to confeſſe and forſake in: and this 
*= If thou doeſt, as ſure as Ged is God, thou ſhalt have.mercy. 
"lu Ifa, 57. 17. 1 dwell is the high and holy place, with him alſo 
that is of a contrite and humble ſpirityto revive the ſpirit of the hum- 
ble, and to revive the heart of the comtrite ones, The condition is,to 
be of a contrite and hamble iirit; and if thou art thus, God is true 
who hath ſaid it, he. dwells-1n thee to revive thy ſpirit, and te revive 
thy heart. 

Ifa. 61.1. The Lord hath anonted me to preach good tidings 
wnto the meek: - he hath ſent me to bind up the Fa ng en 
The condition is, . tobe meek and broken-hearted ; and if this be 
 thycaſe, then good tydings belong to thee, and Chritt 1s ſent rs 
'd, ., bindenup thy broken heart in the bundle of peace. 

F: j Erem. 31,1 9, 20, Surely, after that [was turned, 1 hore 
alta: 


———— 
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/ ſaith Ephraim ) and after that I was inſtratted, 1 ſmore upon my 
high A TO aſhamed ; yea, even confounded, becauſe I aid bear 
the reproach of my youth. ——T kerefore ( faith God) my bowels are 


_ 


rroubled for him, 1 will ſurely have mercy upon him, ſaith the 


Lord. The condition 1s tO 7epext, tO be aſhamed 3 confounded for 


fin, and if thy caſe be like Ephraims, Gods the ſams to thee, his - 


bowels yearn for thee, ke will ſurely have mercy on thee, _ | 

Matth. 5. 6. Bleſſed are they which hunger and thirft after 
r1ghreouſneſſe. The condition is, to hunger and thirſt after the 
r;ghteonſneſſe of Chriſt ; and this if thou doeſt, then art thou 
bleſſed from the mouth of our Saviour, 

Matth.11.2S, Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you reſt, The condition 1s to come to Chriſt, 
and if thus thou wilt, Gods Word is ſure, thou'ſhalt have reft ſpi- 
ritual and eternal. 

Rev. 21. 6. 1will give unto him that is athirſt, of tle water 
of life freely, The condition 1s to thirlt after the heavenly ftreams 
of Gods favour, and Chriſts ſovereign blood ; and this if thou 


doeſt, then haſt thou part 1n the fountarre of the water of life, that. 


proceeds out of the throne of G od, and of the Lamb, Revel. 22.1. 
All theſe are ſo full of comfort, that if thou but cruſh them 
with the hand of faith, they cannot bur yield ſome juyce of 
ſweetneſſe to thy affiicted ſoul. — O alas ! (ſay ſome) I have 
done what I may, and yer no comfort comes: ſweet ſoul, be 
not diſcouraged, but be the more humbled; in this caſe thou 
muſt fall down with ary, and lye fill waſhing the feet of 
Chriſt with thy teares ; and then look up again, view again and 
agaln theſe promiſes of Chriſt, it may be he will evert nov, or 


before long rake thee up in his arms, and k;ſe thee with che hifſes | 


of his mouth, 


Sect. 7. 7 he means to apply the ſaid promiſes, 
Said before, it was enough for me to prepare the medicine, 
It 13 thou muſt apply it; yet if thou feele{ta backwardneſſe to 
perform thy part, I ſhall rell thee of ſome weaxs to incite thee, 
and helpthee onward to the performance of this duty. 


Take then the promiſes, and carry them (as thou didſt the 


Caralo ue of thy fins) into the preſence of the Lord; and, faln 
cown on thy knees, | beſeech God for thy Saviours ſake to.en- 


cline 


Fry 


The new Birth, 


———ree OE 


——c_—_  ——OT _— 


cline thine heart to believe thoſe prom: es, If thou hai} the re-. 


ulſe, pray again and again, yea, reſolve never to make prayer, 
but ro uſe this petition, that the Lord would pleaſe to let thee have 
ſome feeling of the life of thoſe promifes, Some ſoul may obje&, 
I have no heatt or ſpirit to pray: yet uſe thy endeavour, and in 
thy endeavours God may come in ; and whenſoever thou feeleft 
any of them to be ſp:r1t and /ife to thee, whenſoever thou feeleſt 
(by a certain taſte) the joyes of the holy Ghoſt to fall upon thee, 
O happy man that ever thou waſt born ! then art thou (to thy 
own knowledge) zew borz indeed: then haſt thou ( without 
doubr) done this moſt glorious exerciſe of pafling through the 
ew birth, and then haſt rhou cauſe (as thou can{t not chuſe) 


Matth. 5. 4, 


to fing and praiſe God day and night, world without end : So. 


true is that of Chriſt, Bleſſed are they that mourn , for they ſhall be 
comforted, Amen. | 
Sec. 8. 
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Ere isan end, and to you to whom TI have dedicated this 
work, my Concluſion ts this : The year hath now run his 
round fince 1 firſt came amoneſt you, and how the Lord hath 


wrought by me, you your ſelves know beſt: for my part, if I did 


bur know one poor ſoul amongſt you traly converted by ſuch a 
weak unworthy inſtrument, I would ever think my felf moſt 
happy in that ſoul; and ricnly payed for my pains. Iknowit, 
neither <P axl, nor eApollo can do this, excepr God give the 
increaſe : howſoever,I muſt tell you, with Pawl,my delires have 
been this way, I have fince my coming travelled of you, and tra- 
velled again, that Chriſt might be formed in you, And what's the 
iſſue > once could the Lord ſay, Shall 7 bring to the birth, and 
not cauſe to bring forth ? and (to joyn iſſue with you ) havelI tra- 
velled of you in birth, and nor one of you broughr fotth? The 
Lord forbid. I confefle (beloved) I have receivedfrom you 
many kindneſſes of love ; now,for the Lords ſake do me this one 
kindneſſe more; give me ar leaſt one ſoul amony you, that I may 
g1ve lt unto God: O what a kindneſs would you then do me ! 
not all the wealth in your Town, nor all the increaſe of your 
ſtate, nor all you have, or ever ſhall have, would do me ſo much 
good in the day of my Lord Jeſus, as this one boon I ak: = 
IN COU 
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coul1 I ſay, Lord, I have not loſt the fruits of my labour 1u this 


Town, ſee here the ſoul now ſhining in glory which 1 converted by; 
thy power ; ſee here the ſoul of ſuch a one, aud ſuch a one which 
through thy grace and my miniStery were converted unto thee, If 
this were thus;why then (beloved) you would bleſle me for every 
and I ſhould bleſs you for ever, and we ſhould all bleſs God for 
ever, for this ſo gracious _ wot paney* a _ NG ow - 
of his goedneſſe grve you a ſight of yaur ſins, and a true. ſorrow fat, 
T "7 I we # 88-0 yet Dany day, the Lord this day ſer hy 
print, and ſeal upon you. ; i 
The time draws on; and I have bur a minute, a little time tg 
ſpeak to youzfor a farewel then,let theſe laft words take a deeper 
impreſſion in your hearts: if you would do all I would have you 
do, I could wiſh no more, but that to this þ#:1:aton or repeys 
tance, you would adde charity or love : the fir your.OwWe to Gad, 
and the ſecond to your.»e:ghbour: by the firſt you might become 
new creatures, by the ſecond true Chrifilans, like rhem in thi 
Churches infancy, of oe mind, one heart, and one ſoul ; ſurety 
not poſhble that we ſhould have forgeveneſſe of. ſins, bur that wi 
mult be of the communionof Saints. thouſand pities itisto be 
of the many factions in.our Church,and Kingdomes,and Townd 
and Families; O pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſpe 
that love it; and let us pray (as need we have too) for our off 
peace one with another.: You cannot come to a Communiaf 
but you hear this leſſon 1n the invitation,.. Tus that do truly, at 
earneſtly repent you of your ſins,and be in love and charity with you 
neighbours, c.. Here's both —— to God,and ( harity (Wh 
more then charity, as we uſe the word commonly) even love; 
Jour nerghbanrs, For my part, I wiſh that my very heart-blay 
could cement. the diviſions of Renben (for which. are on 
thoughts of heart) in this Town, in this Church, in theſe Ki 
doms. I will fay no more, but conclude with thoſe words offi 
Apolile, F nally, brethren, fare ye well : be perfeft, be of 810d 
fort, be of one mind, live inpeace, and the God of lave aud peadh 


Pith you for ever and ever. 


FINIS, 


